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PREFATORY NOTE 


This is the seventh of a series of reports to be issued by the 
Bureau of &gricultural Economics presenting results secured from new 


~ 


enumsrative sample surveys of farm wages and farm wage rates. The 
surveys were planned and conducted under the general direction of 
Conrad Taeuber, Office of the Chief, by a Bureau-wide Comaittee with 


Louis J. Ducoff as chairman. 
are as follows: 


Members of the Wage Project Committee 
Glen T. Barton, Emerson M. Brooks, Charles F. Cannell, A 


Charles A. Gibbems, Margaret Jarman Hagood, Roger F. Hale, Earl E. 


Houseman, Barbara B. Reagan. 


The State Agricultural Statisticians 


cooperated in conducting the field operations of the surveye, 


during three specified weeks during the year. 


The surveys include collection of information on wages and 
wage rates of all workers hired on a national sample of 20,000 farms 


This report presents 


the information obtained in the second of the national surveys which 


covered the week of May 20-26, 1945. 


In addition to reports on the 


national surveys, other reports are being issued on wages of seasonal 
labor in special crop areas of various States. 
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WAGES AND WAGE RATES OF HIRED FARM WORKERS, UNITED STATES AND 
MAJOR REGIONS, MAY 1945 


Summary 


Average cash farm wages rose from 35 cents to 37 cents per hour 
between March and May 1945 and employment of hired farm workers in- 
creased by 43 percent, as shown by national enumerative surveys made 
by the Bureau of Agricultural Economics. The number of farmers using 
hired labor increased from 715,000 in March to 914,000 in May, whiis 
hired workers increased from 1 5633; 000 to 2,331, 000. Farmers who 
employed hired workers averaged ee if hired workers per farm in the West 
in May but only 1.4 in the North Central States. The 125,000 farms 
in the United States which employed 4 or more wage hands during the 
week of May 20-26 had 53 percent of all the hired workers in the 
country. 


The number of seasonal workers (those expected to be employed 
by farmers for less than 6 months during the year) doubled between 
March and May to reach a level of 1,456,000. The number of regular 
workers remained about the same. Seventy percent of all hired workers 
in the South and West were seasonal workers in May, but only about one- 
third of the workers in the Northeast Bs North Central regions were 
peasonat’ 


Nearly a fourth of hired workers in the South were women and_ 
about one-tenth in the West. There were 385,000 women working as 
hired laborers on farms in May 1945. While the number of children 
under 14 years of age working for wages increased greatly over March, 
they still numbered only 66,000 in May 1945. The number of nonwhite 
workers increased at a faster rate than white workers in regions 
other than the South. The number of nonwhite workers in the United 
States in May amounted to approximately 720,000. 


Average cash wages of hired farm workers increased by 2 to 6 
cents an hour between March and May in regions other than the South. 
’ The decrease of 3 cents an hour in the South was due to the drop in 
wages of nonwhite and female workers and the increase in the pro- 
portion of female workers. . 


Farms with gross sales of $20,000 and over during the preceding 
year were paying their hired workers 49 cents an hour in May 1945, while. 
those with less than $1,500 sales were paying only 24 cents an hour. 
ferners employing greater numbers of workers also paid higher wages than 
those with smaller numbers. Regular workers on farms with 4 or more 
workers averaged higher weekly wages than regular workers on farms with 
fewer than 4 workers - from 7 percent higher in the West to 62 percent 
higher in the North Central region. 
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The average length of work-day for hired farm workers in the 
United States increased from 9.1 to 9.7 hours between March and May. 
However, the increase in part-week jobs as the season advanced was 
reflected in a smaller average number of days worked per week especially 
by female workers. The average number of hours worked per week was 45, 
the same as in March. 


In the North Central and Northeast, sons, daughters and other 
persons related to the farm operator made up about one-fourth of all 
hired farm workers in both March and May. They made less in cash wages 
on an hourly, daily, or weekly basis than ynrelated workers although 
they put in more hours per week. In many cases, the value of room and 
meals and other home privileges afforded by the. operator probably off- 
set this differential. 


The predominant type of rate paid in May was the same for each | 
region that it was in March: week rates in the Northeast, month rates 
in the North Central, day rates in the South, and hour rates in the 
West. The main increasesfrom March to May were more piece rates in 

the Northeast, more week rates in the North Central, more day rates in 
the South, and more piece rates in the West. ~ 


Month rates with and without meals rose approximately 10 percent 
between March and May inthecountry as a whole, and week rates without 
meals rose nearly 20 percent. mn the other hand, hour rates declined 
by 9 percent. Most regions showed the same directions of change in . 
these rates. Day rates showed increases in some regions and decreases 
in other regions. 


There were marked differences in the hourly and weekly cash 
earnings of workers paid different types of rates in May 1945. Of 
rates without meals, day rates yielded the lowest hourly and weekly 
cash wages in every region except the Northeast. Hourly rates pro- 
vided the highest hourly earnings in the North Central and West. 
Weekly rates yielded the highest weekly wages in the Northeast and 
South, and monthly rates the highest weekly cash earnings in the 
North Central and West. 


Negro women working for day rates in the South received an 
average of $1.85 per day compared with $2.40 for Negro men. White 
women averaged $2.50 per day compared with $2.80 for white men. In 
the West, also, women receiving day rates averaged only $3.90 com- 
pared with $4.50 for men. 


A description of the method of making these surveys, of the — 
reliability of the estimates, and of their comparability with other 
data is given in Appendixes h and B. 


3 
INTRODUCTION 


What this Report is About.-Each year there is repeated in 
regular rhythm the seasonal pattern of work on the Nation's farms. 
With the onset of spring there begins @ succession of activities 
which result in a rapid increase in the number of farm workers, both 
family and hired workers. This is a report primarily about the eco- 
homie arrangements that farmers make as the season progresses in pro- 
viding themselves with the labor they hire. It deals especially with 
the wages farmers pay and the number and kinds of people who work for 
wages on farms; it also tells about the farms on which hired help is 
used - a sector of agriculture which is of great importance in our 
commercial farm production. 


An earlier report presented the picture for the third week in 
March, typical of the early spring situation. 1/ In this report, which 
is based on facts gathered in the second of a series of Nation-wide 
enumerative sample surveys made by the Bureau of Agricultural Economics, 
the scene shifts to a week two months later. By that time 200,000 more 
farmers were hiring labor than during the week in March and the number 
of workers hired increased by 700,000 to a total of 2,331,000. Before 
these surveys no information on a Nation-wide basis has been available 
on the number of farmers using hired labor in the different seasons of 
&@ year and on the distribution of farms according to the number of 
workers hired. These seasonal changes are accompanied by other basic 
changes in the labor supply sources that are tapped, the kind of workers 
employed, the duration of their employment and the wage arrangements 
made. 


1. FARMS EMPLOYING HIRED WORKERS, MAY 20-26, 1945 


Sharp Increase During Spring.-The number of farms employing 


hired workers increased by 28 percent and the number of hired farm 
workers by 43 percent between March and May 1945. No other major in- 
dustry in the United States shows such marked seasonality as agriculture 
in the number of establishments employing workers and the number of 
workers hired. The number of farmers with hired labor increased from 
715,000 to 914,000 from the week of March 18-24 to the week of May 20-26 
for the country as a whole, while the number of hired farm workers in-- 
creased from 1,633,000 to 2,331,000. 


Greatest Rise in West and South.-The number of farmers hiring 
workers increased most in the South and West, 42 percent and 37 percent. | 


1/ "Wages and Wage Rates of Hired Farm Workers, United States and Major 
Regions, March 1945," Bureau of Agricultural Economics, United States 
Department of Agriculture, October 1945. _ 
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In these regions, farm activities are at a more advanced stage during 
May than in the North. The number of hired workers employed also in- 
creased by more than 50 percent in each of these regions during the 2 
months. As a result, 76 percent of all the hired farm workers in the 
country were employed in the South and West in the latter part of May, 
as compared with 70 percent in March. 


On farms which use hired labor in May, those in the West and 
the South had more workers on the average than in the North. This is 
partly due to large use of hand labor in the production of fruits, 
vegetables and cotton in these regions. .In addition, farm labor is 
relatively cheap in the South and is used in a high ratio to other 
production resources. In the West there are relatively more large- 
scale farms. There were on the average 3.0 hired laborers per em- 
ploying farmer in the South and 4.1 in the West. These regions 
contrast sharply with the northern regions where farms operated pri- 
marily by family labor predominate even among farms important in _ 
commercial production. Farmers who hired labor averaged only 1.4 
hired. workers in-the North Central States and 1.9 in the Northeast. 


Hired Farm Workers are Concentrated on Large Farms.-—Three- 
fifths of the farms reporting hired workers in May 1945.had only one 


hired worker each. These employers had less than one-fourth of the 
Nation's hired farm workers. The larger employers - those with 4 or 
more workers — numbered only 125,000 or 14 percent of all farmer- 
employers, but they had 53 percent of all hired workers employed during 
the survey week. The concentration of hired workers on a small pro- 
portion of the hiring farms was as great in May as in March. Thus, for 
example, the top 10 percent of the farms hiring labor employed about 50 
percent of all hired farm workers both in March and in May 1945. 


Low-Income Farmers Hire Labor Mainly in South.-In areas outside 
of the South, only a tenth or less of the farmers who hired workers in 


May 1945 had grossed less than $1,500 the previous year. Nearly 40 per- 
cent of the Southern farmers with hired labor in May reported that they 
received less than $1,500 for products sold or traded from the farm in 
1944. These Low-incone farmers hired nearly 30 percent of the farm 
wage workers in the South and averaged 1.8 hired workers per farm in 
May. Over 90 percents of the workers hired on these farms were seasonal 
workers. 


The greatest concentration of hired workers on large farms was 


in the West, where 58 percent of all hired workers were employed on farms 


reporting $10,000 or more value of products sold or traded in 1944. The 
percentages of all hired workers employed on farms in this value group 


in the other regions were 43 in the Northeast, 26 in the South and 25 in 


the North Central States. 


2. COMPOSITION OF HIRED FRRM WORKERS, MAY 20-26, 1945 


Seasonal Workers Doubled in Two Months.-The number of hired farm 
workers to be employed for less than 6 months during the a, Dy be 
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reporting farmer more than doubled between March and May. In May, 
1,456,000 seasonal hired workers were reported who made up 62 percent 
of the total, while in March only 44 percent of the hired workers were 
seasonal. The number of regular workers - those to be employed on the 
reporting farm for 6 months or more during the year - showed little net 
change during the two months. 


The proportion of seasonal workers increased in all regions, as 
farmers employed workers for short-time jobs. In the South and West, 
where the season was more advanced in May, about 70 percent of all 
hired workers were to be employed on the reporting farm for kes than 6 
months of the year. In the Northeast and North Central, only about, 
one-third of the hired workers were seasonal laborers. These Northern 
regions contrast sharply with the South and West in the length of employ- 
ment afforded their hired workers during the course of a year. Forty- 
seven percent of the workers in the Northeast and 45 percent in the North 
Central were year-round workers whom the farmer expected to employ for 
390 days or more during the year. The proportion of year-round workers 
was only 10 percent in the South and 16 percent in the West. 


Many More Women Working.-Women and children become increasingly 
important as hired farm workers in the summer and fall. The number of 
women hired farm workers in May was 385,000 - 2 2/3 times as large as 
in Merch. As in March the majority of these women were nonwhite. For 
the country as a whole women made up a sixth of the 2.3 million hired 
farm laborers during the survey week, while in March they represented 
less than a tenth of the 1.6 million hired farm workers. Some wives 
and daughters who did some unpaid work before the season got under way 
were reported as paid workers on the home farm in May. Other women 
from farm and nonfarm households accepted seasonal farm jobs. 


In March the South was the only region with an appreciable number 
of women hired farm workers. By May women in both the South and the 
West had increased until they represented 23 percent of the workers in 
the South and 11 percent in the West. In the South the increase in 
women workers was the largest among Negro women, although the number 
of white women workers doubled from March to May. In May three-fourths 
of the women workers in the South were Negroes. In the West there was 
an increase in nonwhite women laborers, but the more important increase 
in hired workers was among Mexican and other white women. 


The percentage increase from March to May in hired farm workers 
under 18 years of age was not as great as the increase in all female 
workers. Workers under 18 more than doubled from March to May. How- 
ever, there was a much greater percentage increase in children under 
14. . In March only about 17,000 children under 14 were working while in 
May about 66,000 of the hired farm workers were under 14. As in March, 
most of the hired workers under 18 and most of the children under 14 
were in the South. Boys made up the majority of the workers under 18 


years of age. 


| More Rapid Seasonal Increase in Nonwhite Workers Outside of 
‘South.-The numbers of nonwhite farm workers outside of the South is 
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small, but they increased three-fold in the West and more than doubled. 
in the Northeast and North Central regions between March and May. Most 
of this increase was due to increased employment of seasonal workers in 
special crop areas. The increase in the Northeast was chiefly due to 
Negroes who migrate along the Eastern coast up to the special crop areas 
of New Jersey. The nonwhite farm workers in the Northeast also included 
about 3,000 imported Jamaicans in May. Yor the United States as a whole, 
nonwhite hired farm workers, chiefly Negroes, increased from 483,000 in 
March to 719,000 in May, but their rate of increase was approximately 
the same as for white workers. Half of the hired farm workers in the 
South in May 1945 were Negroes. 


One in Eight Hired Workers Related to Operator.-In both March 
and May, one-eighth of all hired farm workers were relatives of the 


farm operator for whom they were working. In My, 6 percent were sons 
or daughters of the operator and 7 percent were wives, brothers, or 
other relatives. These relatives were being paid regular wages for 
farm work and did not include members of the family given a regular 
cash allowance not dependent on the amount of work done. The average 
age of sons and daughters working for wages on their parents! farm 

was 25 years, as compared with 33 years for other relatives and 35 years 
for: wmrelated workers. . 


The practice of paying a son or other relative cash wages for 
farm work is most common in the Northern regions. Related workers were 
about one-fourth of all hired farm workers in the Northeast and North 
Central regions. Less than 10 percent of the hired workers were 
relatives in the South and West. 


More Working in-Crews.-The number of hired farm workers who were 
working in gangs or crews, with each person in the crew paid the same 
wage rate, more than doubled between March and May 1945. About 60 per- 
cent of the 570,000 crew workers in May were employed in the South and 
35 percent in the West. Many of the crew workers in the South were 
cotton chopping gangs and others were vegetable harvesters. In the 
West, crew workers were employed in fruit and vegetable areas and also 
in sugar beet thinning. Crew workers comprised 43 percent of all hired 
farm workers employed in the West. 


Seasonal Workers Concentrated on Farms with 4 or More Hired 
Workers.-Nearly two-thirds (65 percent) of all seasonal workers in 
May 1945 were working on farms which had 4 or more hired workers during 
the week. The 125,000 farms which employed 4 or more workers had an 
average of 10 hired workers per farm, 3 regular workers and 7 seasonal 
workers. In March, farms with 4 or more workers employed only 58 per- 
cent of all seasonal workers. The 71,000 farms which employed 4 or 
more hired workers in March averaged 11 hired workers, 5 regular and 6 
seasonal. 


ee 
3. HOURLY C&SH WAGES OF HIRED FARM WORKERS, MAY 20-26, 1945 


Seasonal Wage Gains Except in South.-Average cash wages of hired 
farm workers increased by 2 to 6 cents an hour in regions other than the 
South between March and May 1945, The average cash weges for all hired 
farm workers in the United States increased from 35 cents an hour in 
March to 37 cents an hour in May. In the Northeast and West, female 
workers had larger gains than male workers, because of the increase in 
women working at the generally higher rates which are paid in special 
crop arees. Similarly, nonwhites in the Northeast showed much higher 
hourly wages in May than in March as the number of Negro workers em- 
ployed in the coastal trucking area increased. 


The decrease from 29 cents to 26 cents per hour in the South, was 
due to lower wages earned by nonwhites and by women.” White workers aver- 
aged 30 cents per hour both in March and May while nonwhites dropped . 
from 28 to 23 cents an hour. The hourly cash wages earned by both white 
and nonwhite workers decreased in the South. Cotton chopping and certain 
other types of work usually done by day hands in May are paid at some- 
what lower rates than the average for all types of work in March. 


Wen 35 to 44 Years Old Make Highest Wages.-As in March, men aged 
35 to 44 had the highest average hourly cash wages in every region among 


male farm workers not employed in crews. The variation among different 
age groups was least in the South, where men 25 to 34 years of age 
equalled the 30 cents an hour earned by those 35 to 44, and the lowest 
paid groups earned 23 cents an hour. In general, hourly wages were 
lowest for the youngest age froups, highest for men aged 35 to 44, and 
somewhat less for men 45 years old or over. 


Two-thirds of Men Make Less than 40 Cents an Hour.-Between March 
and May there was a slight upward shift in the percent of hired farm 


men earning specified amounts of hourly wages, but two-thirds still earn 
less than 40 cents an hour in cash wages and one-fifth less than 20 
cents an hour. Less than 2 percent of hired farm men in the United 
States in May 1945 made as much as 95 cents an hour in cash wages and 
only 8 percent made as much as 75 cents an hour. 


Workers on Larger Farms Earn Higher Hourly Wages.-Farms with gross 
sales of $20,000 and over during 1944 were paying their hired workers 
average cash wages of 49 cents an hour in May 1945, while those which 
sold less than $1,500 worth of products in the preceding year were pay- 
ing only 24 cents an hour. Some of this difference in the United 
States averages is caused by regional differences in wage levels, as 
relatively more farms in the West, where the kvel of farm wages is - 
relatively high,are in the upper gross income brackets and more Southern 
farms in the lower brackets. 


Within each region, however, larger farms pay higher hourly cash 
wages than smaller farms. However, this relationship did not hold fa9r 
the two lowest income groups. Farms which reported $1 to $1,500 gross 


gales paid slightly higher wages than farms with sales of $1,500 to 


- $4,000 in every region except the South. This is in part due to the 


fact that not all of the farms in the low-income group are small farms, 
since partial crop failures and other conditions may result in low cash 
sales for any one year. Jn successively higher value groups, hourly 
cash wages generally increased, with the very large farms paying from 
one and one-half to twice as high hourly wages as the small farms. The 
graph on the cover page shows the relationship between hourly cash 
wages and size of farm for all regular workers. 


The relationship between hourly cash wages and the scale of 
farming operations as shown by the value of farm products sold in the 
preceding year was most marked in the case of year-round workers who 
were to be employed 300 days or more on the reporting farm. In every 
region except the Northeast, year-round workers were paid more than 
twice as much on the larger farme. For example, year-round workers 
earned 21 cents per hour on farms in the North Central region which 
had less than $4,000 sales the preceding year, compared with 51 cents 
an hour on farms with $20,000 or more sales. In the West, year-round 
workers on farms in the lowest value group earned 27 cents an hour, 
while those on farms in the highest group received 63 cents. 


4. TIME WORKED, DAILY AND WEEKLY EARNINGS, MAY 20-26, 1945 


Work-Day Longer.-The average number of hours worked per day by 
hired farm workers in the United States increased from 9.1 to 9.7 
hours between March and May 1945. In the West the increase was 
greatest - from 7.8 to 9.2 hours per day. In the South and North 
Central the average number of hours worked per day increased only by 
about a half hour, while there was no appreciable change in the 
Northeast. Male farm workers averaged 0.7 hours per day more than 
females in May, with the difference ranging from only 0.3 hours more 
per day in the South to 2.4 hours per day in the North Central. 
Differences between white and nonwhite workers in average hours per day 
worked were negligible except in the Northeast, where white workers 
averaged 9.7 hours per day and nonwhite workers only 8.7 hours. In 
this region a larger proportion of white workers were employed at 
dairy work and other regular jobs which require longer hours, while a 
larger proportion of nonwhite workers did field work such as cutting 
asparagus or picking strawberries - types of work in which less than 
full days are commonly worked. 


Average Hours Worked Per Week on Qne Ferm kbout Same.-The 


average number of hours worked by hired workers on one farm during the 
week of May 20-26, 1945 was 45, the same as reported in March. The 
increase in part-week jobs as the season advanced was reflected in a 
smaller average number of days per week, which decreased from 5.0 to 
4.6 days. An increase of female workers in the South accounted for 
the major part of this drop as they averaged only 2.9 days per week on 
the reporting ffarm compared with 4.2 days a week for male workers. 
Elsewhere women workers also increased and worked fewer days este week 
than men in the same region. 
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Daily and Weekly Wages Increase Most in West.-Average daily cash 


wages of hired farm workers increased by more than one-fourth in the 
West - from $4.90 in March to $6.20 in May. As the South showed only 

& decrease of 10 cents per day - from $2.60 to $2.50 in May - the 
seasonal movement tended to widen regional differentials in farm wage 
levels. Similarly in weekly cash wages, hired workers in the West had 
the greatest relative and absolute gains, from $27.20 to $33.80. In 
contrast, average weekly wages on the reporting farm dropped from $11.20 
to $9.80 in the South. The other two regions showed gains in daily and 
weekly wages, but not so marked as those in the West. 


Some Work Longer, Paid Less.—Farmers generally pay their sons 
and daughters and other relatives less on an hourly, daily, or weekly 


cash basis than they pay unrelated persons working for them as hired 
laborers. They also pay sorsor daughters less on an hourly or daily 
basis than they do other relatives. In the North Central States, 
where one-fourth of all hired workers were relatives of the farmer 
employing them, sons and daughters averaged 22 cents an hour, $2.50 a 
day, and $15.90 for a week of 72 hours. Other relatives were paid 26 
cents an hour or $2.80 a day, but only $15.50 a week becmse of a 
shorter work-week of only 60 hours. These wages to relatives were 
definitely lower than those paid unrelated workers not working in 
crews which were 33 cents an hour, $3.50 a day, and $19.00 a week for 
an average of 58 hours per week. The differentials were similar in 
the Northeast, the other region where related hired workers were 
numerically important. Sons or daughters were paid $16.20 on the 
average for a 68-hour week, other relatives were paid $19.50 for a 
59-hour week, and unrelated non-crew workers were paid $22.40 for a 
54-hour week. 


It should be remembered that the figures cited refer to cash 
wages only and that probably almost all of the sons and daughters and 
many of the other relatives received board and lodging free of charge 
from the fam: operator in addition to cash wages. If perquitites fur- 
nished were evaluated, they would no doubt make up for the lower cash 
wages to relatives. 


Regular Workers Have Highest Weekly Wages.-Although regular 


workers have. lower hourly wages than seasonal wrkers, they earn higher 
weekly wages on the average because of steadier employment. Workers 
who were to be employed for 6 months or more on one farm during the 
year averaged 34 cents an hour and $20.30 a week by working 60 hours. 
Seasonal workers averaged 41 cents an hour, but only $14.60 for a 35- 
hour week. Only in the Northeast did seasonal workers average higher 
weekly cash wages than regular workers - $24.70 as compared with $21.20. 
The reason for this was the much higher average hourly wage of seasonal 
than of regular workers in the Ncrtheast. 


Farmers with More Workers Pay Higher Wages.-Farmers with 4 or 
more hired workers paid higher hourly, daily and weekly cash wages to 


their regular and seasonal workers than did farmers with fewer hired 
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workers, 2/ Regular workers on farms with 4 or more hired workers 
averaged from 13 percent higher weekly wages than regular workers on 
farms with fewer workers in the West to 44 percent more in the North- 
east. Yet they worked somewhat fewer hours than did regular workers 
on farms with fewer workers in the Northeast and North Central, and 
only 2 and 3more hours per week in the South and West. 


Seasonal Workers Afforded Fuller Work—Week on larger Farms.- 


Farms with 4 or more hired workers provided more hours of work to their 
seasonal workers during the week of May 20-26 than did farms with fewer 
workers - 37 hours per week as compared with 31 hours. This held in 
every region except the North Central, where the differential was 
reversed. In the North Central weekly wages were almost the same for 
seasonal workers on farms with 4 or more workers and on other farms. 

In the other regions, however, weekly wages of seasonal workers on farms 
with 4 or more workers exceeded those of seasonal workers on farms with 
fewer workers by 22 percent in the South, 39 percent in the West, and 
46 percent in the Northeast. 


5. WAGE RATES PAID HIRED FARM WORKERS, MAY 20-26,1945 


Nearly Half Paid Day Rates.-Forty-four percent of all hired farm - 
workers were paid day rates in May, and 85 percent of these were not 
furnished meals. As in March, however, day rates were the most common 
type of rate only in the South. Week rates were the most common in 
the Northeast in May (33 percent of the workers), month rates in the 
North Central (42 percent), day rates in the South (66 percent), and \ 
hour rates in the West (47 percent). The main increases from March to x 
May in types of wage rates paid were more piece rates in the Northeast, 
more week rates in the North Central, more day rates in the South, and 
more piece rates in the West. These shifts in types of rates reflect 
seasonal changes in type of work done on farms and customary practices 
in paying certain types of rates for particular operations. 


The proportion of hired workers receiving meals decreased slightly. 
For the country as a whole, slightly over half of those paid month rates 
also received meals, which a sixth of the workers paid day rates were 
furnished meals. 


Month and Week Rates Rise.-Month rates with and without meals 
rose approximately 10 percent in the country as a whole between March 
and May 1945 and week rates rose nearly 20 percent. On the other 
hand, hour rates declined by 9 percent. With one minor exception each 


27 This situation held for every region with one minor exception in 
the case of weekly wages of seasonal workers in the North Central region. 


\ 
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region showed the same direction of change as the United States average 


‘for each of these types of-rates. The changes suggest that the demand 


for reguler workers, who would more likely be paid month or wesk rates, 
was harder to meet in the late spring of 1945 than the demand for 
seasonal workers. Day rates showed small increases in the South and 
North Central and small decreases in the Northeast and West. The slighs 
decline in the United States average day rate was due entirely to the 
fact that in May a greater percentage of all workers paid day rates were 
located in the South where rates are much lower than in other regions. 


Day Hands Get Lowest Pay.~As the new surveys are obtaining in- 
formation on time worked and wages earned during the week, in addition 
to amount of wage rate, the hourly or weekly equivalent cash wage of 


_the various types of rates can be computed. These permit comparisons 


between different types of rates adjusted to a comparable time basis. 


Comparisons of averages at the national level show that workers paid 


day rates earned the lowest hourly and weekly cash wages of workers not 
receiving meals, 27 cents per hour and only $9.40 per week. However, 
these averages for day rates are unduly affected by the generally low 


level of wages in the South, where day rates are predominant. Nearly 


“tha A 
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90 percent of all workers paid day rates without meals are in the South. 


For workers not receiving meals, day rates yield the lowest hourly 
and weekly cash earnings in every region except the Northeast. Hourly 
rates yield the highest hourly wages in the North Central and West. 
Weekly rates yield the highest weekly earning in the Northeast and South, 
and monthly rates result in the highest weekly cash earnings in the North 
Central and West. 


Women Paid ower Rates than Men in South and West.-Women paid 
day rates in the South received an average of $1.95 per day while men 
received an average of $2.55. This differential held among both white 
and nonwhite workers. Nonwhite women averaged only $1.85 per day com- 
pared with $2.40 a day for men. Among white workers, women averaged 
$2.50 and men $2.80. Southern women (both white and nonwhite) paid 
hour rates, averaged only 26 cents per hour, compared with 31 cents for 
men. Similarly in the West, women were paid average rates of $3.90 per 
day and 72 cents per hour, while men received $4.50 per day and 75 cents 
per hour. 
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Table 1.—Farms reporting hired labor and number of hired farm wrkers employed, 
United States and major regions, March and May 1945 


Farms with hired labor Hired farm workers 
: : Pere : $ Pere 


May : March :centage 
20~26, : 18-24, sincrease, 


May : March : centage 
20-26, +: 18-24, : increase, 
1945  : 1945 sMarch-May : 1945 : 1945 : March-May 
2 SaeL9 3 fe T945 
Number Number Percent Number Number Percent 


Ses $< > Qo GHEEERER.=eD j§@MEEEESENB=S jg 44c=cerknGiru=> 


United States 914,000 715,000 27.8 2,331,000 1,633,000 42.7 


area 


ee @e€ ee ef 00 feo 


ee 88 86 80 & 0 


Northeast 97,000 84,000 1565 186,000 147,000 2605 
North Central 269,000 242,000 11.2 384,000 330,000 1604 
South 437,000 308,000 41.9 1,304,000 863,000 5lLel 
West 111,000 81,000 3720 457,000 293,000 56.0 
ce en rrennennnncntnnogeee 
Estimates based on data from enumerative sample surveys of the Bureau of 
Agricultural Economics. Throughout this report estimates are presented for 
four major regions which group the States as follows; 
Northeast: Maine, NeHe,y Vtey Mass., Reles Conne, P&ey N.Yoy NeJe 


North Central: Ohio, Inde, Ill., Miche, Wise, Minn ., Iowa, MO ey N.Dake, S Dake, 
Nebr., Kans. 


Souths Dele, Mde, Vaey WeVae, NoCey Seley Gae, Flac, KY ey Tenn eg Alae, Misse, 
Arkey Ley Ok1la., TEX. 


West: Mont., Idaho, Wyoe, Coloe, N.Mexe, Arize, Utah, Nev., Washe, Orege, Calif. 
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Table 2 »~Distribution of farms reporting hired labor and of hired farm workers, by . 
number of workers employed, United States and major regions, March and May 1945. 


oomeate. 


SPE 


3 i$ Hired farm wrkers 
Area and number of hired :- May 20-26, : March 18-24, : May 20-26, : March 18-24, 
: 


workers reported 1945 t a : 1945 19 
: Number: Percent Number: Percent :Numbers meagre ieee Percent 
Thou— Thou Thou- Thou- 
sands sands sands sands 
United States 
All farms reporting 
hired labor 914 00 715 100) «2,331 100 61,633 100 
1 hired wrker 550 60 472 66 550 24 472 29 
2 hired wrkere 165 18 120 17 330 14 240 815 
3 hired workers Ih 8 52 7 222 9 156 9 
4, or more hired workers 125 4 71 190 1,229 53 765 47 
Northeast 
All farms reporting 
hired labor 97 100 84 100 186 100 147 100 
1 hired worker 60 62 54 64 60 2 54 37 
2 hired wrkers ai 22 19 23 42 23 38 26 
3 hired workers 7 "| 6 7 21 1 17 1 
4, or more hired workers 9 9 5 6 $3 34, 38 26 
North Central 
All farms reporting 
hired labor 269 100 242 100 384 100 330 100 
1 hired worker 216 80 195 a 216 56 195 59 
2 hired workers 33 12 cil 3 66 17 62 19 
3 hired workers 10 4 8 3 30 8 25 8 
4 or more hired workers 10 4 8 3 T2 19 48 14 
South 
All farms reporting 
hired labor 437 100 308 100 1,304 100 863 100 
1 hired worker 219 50 179 58 a9 17 179 21 
2 hired wrkers 92 2a. 55 18 184 14 110 13 
3 hired workers 46 1 29 9 138 11 88 10 
4 or more hired workers 80 138 45 15 763 58 486 56 
West 
All farms reporting 
hired labor 11. +100 @ 100: “457° 100 ~ 293 100 
1 hired worker 55 50 44 54 aes 12 44 15 
2 hired workers 19 17 15 19 38 8 30 10 
3 hired workers abit 10 9 ala 33 7 26 9 
73 193 66 


4 or more hired workers 26 23 13 16 331 


Estimates based on data from enumerative sample surveys of the Bureau of Agricul tural 
Economics» 


ieee 


Table 3.~Percentage distribution of farms with hired labor in May 1945 reporting value 
of products sold or traded in 1944 and of their hired farm workers.in May 
1945, by value of products sold or traded in 1944, United States and 
major regions 


Area and value of products sold or 3 sHired workers in May 1945 
traded in 1944 : Farms __: Percent : Number per farm 
Percent Percent Number 
United States 
Farms with hired labor reporting sales ]/ 100 100 21 
$1 - 1,499 23 18 1.7 
1,500 = 3;999 eis 25 1le7 
4,000 = 9,999 29 24 18 
10,000 — 19,999 10 a 320 
20,000 and over 7 18 503 
Northeast 
Farms with hired labor reporting sales ]/ 100 100 18 
$1 - 1,499 8 5 le2 
1,500 - 3,999 23 16 le 
4,000 —_ 9,999 46 36 Led 
10,000 = 19,999 15 23 2el 
20,000 and over 8 20 hed 
North Central 
Farms with hired labor reporting sales 1/ 100 100 Led 
$1 - 1,499 10 9 Led 
1,500. - 3,999 29 24 1le2 
4,000 (ge 9,999 45 42 1.3 
10,000 = 19,999 12 12 105 
20,000 and over 4 Lo 4e3 
South 
Farms with hired labor reporting sales 1/ 100 100 204, 
$1 - 1,499 39 28 1.8 
1,506 TH 39999 36 ei 2eL 
4,000 = 9,999 13 15 208 
10,000 = 19,999 6 2 5e2 
29,000 and over ; 6 14 5 oh 
West 
Farms with hired labor reporting sales 1/ 100 100 303 
$1 - 1,499 10 6 1:9 
1,500 = 3,999 20 11 1.8 
4,000 = 9,999 29 25 208 
10,000 ~ 19,999 Weal 20 302 
20,000 and over 20 38 6e2 


1/ Excludes farms reporting zero vaiue of products sold or traded and farms not 
reporting. Only farm operators reporting hired workers employed during May 20-26, 
1945 were asked to report on their value of products sold or traded in 1944. 


Estimates based on data from enumerative sample survey of the Bureau of Agricultural 
Economics. 
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Table 4o-Distribution of hired farm workers by expected duration of enployment 
in 1945 on reporting farm, United States, March and May 1945 


Expected ae vation of employment : May 20-26, : March 18-24,: Change, 
on reporting farm in 1945 : 1945 2 1945 + March-May 
| Number Number ers 7 
Regular - 150 days or more 875,000 898,000 _ 3 
Seasonal ~ less than 150 days 1,456,000 735,000 98 
75 ~ 149 days | 186,000 150,000 24, 
Less than 75 days 473,000 244,000 94 
Crew workers 1/ 510,000 257,000 122 
Workers with days not reported 2/ 227,000 84,000 170 


1/ Farmers were not asked to report on expected duration of employment of 
workers employed in gangs or crews; the majority of crew workers are short— 
time seasonal laborers. 

2/ It has been assumed that these workers were seasonal workers in grouping 
them with those whose expected duration of employment was reported to be less 
than 150 days on the employing farm. The average cash wages earned and time 
worked by these worlers are shown in table 22. 


Estimates based on data from enumerative sample surveys of the Bureau of 
Agricultural Economics. 


0c 


*sofmouooy Teiny [No pay jo neeing ey} jo Learns oTdues eaTpeLoumus WorZ B{ep UO peseq soqeUitiSy 


eve aTqe} UT UmMOUS ete suextom ese, Aq poeytom omy, pues peuree sozem 

yseo eserteae su utes Zupfotdue oy, uo sdep OST Ue, sseT 8q 07 paqtodar sem yueufoTdue Jo uot zesnp 
peqyoedxs esoym esouy UTM Weuy Bupdnord uy sxkaytoa Teuosves stem siextom asaqy }eyy pewumsse useq sey 4I fe 
*gIaloge, Teuosves owT4-JIOUS are skeytom mar jo AV Toff ea ayy fsmearo 


io s3ue3 ut pafotdue szexTou Jo yueufoTdwa so uctyeanp peqoedxe uo yiodad 04 poxyse qou efem sueuleg /T 
8 O00fSE TT 000%87T gs oof 9 000f%T OL 00*Lzz foe eau 

€y  O00%L6T Lz  000°9%C z 000% Tt 000% %% goofoLs /E steyIOM mary 

€t 00009 92 O000%LEE 9t 000809 6 000°9T Of gooey  shep SL wey, sseqT 

9 000%6e 8 000*g0T 6 . o0fse o£ ooo*7—E Ss 8 000 *98T afep 671 - SL 

OL  OO08TCE 2% 00066 SE OOOSVET EE 000679 &—“‘éi SST, SlayIOM TeuosBeg 
7~  000°S9 8T 000%6z¢z oz 000884 02 000°9€ st 000%807 skep 66% - OST 

9t. 000STL OT 000°SET SY “000°ZLT! LY o0ofgg oz  000sLoy erom 10 skep O0E 

O€  O00%9ET Bz 00'S9E $9 o00%0S~ 49 ooof7zt s8€ 000*s.s Sleylom reTngey 
OOT O00%LS7 OOT OCOOSYOEST  OOT OCOOS7BE COT  000%9B8T COT 00% TEE fz Tez OL 


S76t Uy WwrEs 
3 H 3 H 3 z H aeaxeler uo queufotdue 
739m yynog = & TetpUuep GION 3 FEBOUPION = FERS payin: fo uoyyeinp peqoodxy 


S761 ABN SsuctZer t0fem pue sezeqyg pezTun 
‘migy BuTgroder uo s76T up jueufotTdue jo uotyeInp pezoadxe Aq sloyIom wrey porty Jo uoTynqtTaystg—°s¢ aTaeL 


= 20 — 


*goTMoUuCNY Tema TRoTIsy Jo neamg eyzy Jo Learns eTdues eat yeteumue Wors eyep UO peseq sozeUTIsSY 


equacorted ¢°O uBR} SsseT [Tt 


z 000 OT LT c00%9¢z [t 000*T t 000 S€ OT 0006072 aTeUay 
9 00082 €€  000°827 @ 0009 6 — O00LT T  000°6L7 oTeN 

8 000 *g¢ 0s  000°7S9 t 0004 TE 000602 Te 000 °6TL 04 FUMUON 
6 000 £27 9 000 $22, Goes O00 ar L 000°€T 9 000 *S7T a Tau 
€8 000 §LLE 7 0008S €6 000*6S€ rae] 000 *EST €9 000 £497 §T OTSA 

%  000°6TY 0s 000*0s9 86  O00°LLE 68 o0oof99T 69 000*2T9 °T e¢ TUM 
Tt 000 f¢s €e 000%g6z S 000*6T 6 000*9T 9T 000 *SgE eTeulay 
68 000 S07 LL  000'900°T $6 000 *S9€ 16 000 *0LT 178 000 £976 *T oTeH 

“ QOT  000'LS7 OOT O00%70EST  OOT 000%8E OOT 00098T OOT o00fKEetz T2701 

AUsoied $ JequUmN : jUe0Jeg : Tequny : JUeoTeg : IequUMN : yUSdteg ¢ AequUMN > quedted + AequmN > Xas 

7SOM : T}NOS 2 =Tetjue9 UpZtoN qseoujt0N : 809899 peyTun : pue sory 


S761 AEN SsuotZe1 rofeu pue sazeqic poytun *‘xes pue coer Aq sieytom rey peity Jo uotyngtystq-"9 eTqeL 


oo Bab ee 


Table 7.-Distribution of hired farm workers by relationship to farm operator, United 
States and major regions, March and May 1945 1, 


2 May 20-26, 1945 : March 18-24, 1945 
Area and relationship : Number : sAverage age: Number : sAverage 
: of sPercent: of : of :Percentsage of 
ee OL 3 8 worker”: workers: st. workers 
Uhited States — total 292449000 100 1 1,602,000 100 oe 
Son or daughter 122,000 6 25 107,000 7 26 
Other relative 160, 000 7 33 92,000 6 35 
No relation, non—crew worker 1,392,000 62 - 35 1,146,000 ‘71 37 
Crew worker 2/ 570,000 25 - 257,000 16 ~ 
Northeast - total 183,000 100 < 146,000 100 = 
Son or daughter 3,000 17 26 26,000 18 26 
Other relative 14,000 g 34 14,000 10 2 
No relation, non-crew worker 119,000 65 37 95,000 65 38 
Crew worker 2/ 19,000 lo = 11,000 7 a 
North Central — total 370,000 100 ~ 319,000 100 = 
Son or daughter 53,000 iva 26 52,000 16 26 
Other relative 47,000 13 34 30,000 10 36 
No relation, non-crew worker 263,000 7h 36 233,000 73 33 
Crew worker 2/ 7,000 2 ~ 4,000 1 
South — total 1,252,000 100 = 847,000 100 = 
Son or daughter 25,000 2 25 L7, 0005" #2 25 
Other relative 83,000 7 30 41,000 5 36 
No relation, non-crew worker 798,000 64 sk) 662,000 78 35 
Crew worker 2/ 346, 000 27 - 127,000 15 os 
West — total 439, 000 100 = 290, 000 100 w= 
Son or daughter 13,000 3 24 12,000 4 27 
Other relative 16,000 4 38 7,000 2 % 
No relation, non-crew worker 212,000 48 38 156,000 54 40 
Crew worker 2/ 198,000 45 ws 115,000 40 ~ 


aw Excludes approximately 87,000 custom workers in May and 30,000 in March. 


2/ Relationship to farm operator and age not asked for crew workers. 


Estimates based on data from enumerative sample surveys of the Bureau of Agricultural 
Economics. 


Table 8.-Number and proportion of crew and custom wrkers among all hired farm work or 
United States and major regions, May a 


: Number of wrkers : 
Area “Total : Crew :Custom 1/: Other : Sarit : Crew :Custom 1 im 
umber “Number Number Number Percent Percent Percent Percent a 
United States 2,331,000 570,000 87,000 1,674,000 100 24 4 2 
Northeast 186,000 20,000 3,000 163,000 100 il 2 «87 
North Central 384,000 7,000 14,000 363,000 100 2 i, 94 
South 1,304,000 346,000 52,000 906,000 100 27 4 69 
West 457,000 197,000 18,000 242,000 100 43 b 590 


1/7 Workers whose reported cash ere covered hire of machinery, equipment, or WO 1K— Tee 


stock in addition to labor. 


Estimates based on data from enumerative sample survey of the Bureau of Agricultural 
Econonticse 
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‘Table 9e-Distribution of regular and seasonal hired workers 
United States and major regions, March and 


workers employed on the farm, 


May 1945 }/ 


March 18~2 


on farms, by number of hired 


Area and number 20-26 19 7 YL RY 


of hired 


j 
% 


Regular: Seasonal 
workers: workers 


Number 


of 


workers employed of 
on the farm | workers 2/ 2 3/ 2/ 3 3/ 
Number Number Number Number Number 


United States — Farms with: 


Any hired workers 2,244,000 

1 - 3 workers 1,039,000 

4 or more workers 1,205,000 
Northeast — Farms with: 

Any hired wrkers 183,000 

1 = 3 workers 121,000 

4 or more workers 62,000 
North Central ~ Farms with: 

Any hired wrkers 370,000 

1 - 3 wrkers 298, 000 

4 or more wrkers 72,000 
South - Farms with: 

Any hired wrkers 1,252,000 

1 —- 3 wrkers 499,000 

4 or more workers 753,000 
West — Farms with: 

Any hired wrkers 439,000 

l - 3 workers 121,000 

4 or more workers 318,000 


867,000 
553,000 
514000 
123,000 

94,000 

29,000 
247,000 
211,000 

36,000 
364,000 
181,000 
183,000 
133,000 


67,000 
66,000 


486,000, 
891, 000 
60,000 
27,000 
33000 
123,000 
87,000 
36,000 
888,000 
318,000 
570,000 
306, 000 


54000 
252,000 


1, 377,000 1,602,000 


837,000 
165,000 
144,000 
108,000 

38, 000 
319 ,000 
271,000 

48,000 
847,000 
360,000 
487,000 
290,000 


98,000 
192,000 


896,000 
540,000 
356, 000 
112, 000 

90, 000 
251,000 
216,000 

35,000 
403,000 
167,000 
236,000 
130,000 


67,000 
63,000 


706,000 
297,000 
409,000 
34,000 
18,000 
16,000 
68,000 
55,000 
13,000 
444,000 
193,000 
251,000 
160,000 


3,000 
129,000 


17 Excludes approximately 87,000 custom workers in May and 30,000 in March. 


es. Workers the farmer reported he wuld employ for 150 days or 
Workers the farmer reported he would employ less than 150 


more during 1945. 


This group includes some wrcers for whom expected duration of employmat was not 
reported, the majority of whom were short-time Seasonal laborers working in crews 
for whom this information was not requested. 


Estimates based on data from enumerative s 


Economics » 


ample surveys of the Bureau of Agricultural 


oe 


Table 10.~Percentage distribution of regular and seasonal hired farm workers in May 1945 
on farms reporting products sold or traded in 1944, by value of products 
sold or traded, United States and major regions 


; :Regular workers :Seasonal wrkers (less 
: All :(150 days or more:than 150 days employ- 
shired :employment in 1945:ment in 1945 on 


Area and value of :workers,on reporting farm): reporting farm 
products sold or : May 3: 2300 :150=: : 75—s :Days 


120-26, : All :days:299: All © :149 :1-74:not 
: 1945 :s:regular: or :days:seasonal:days:days reprtel 
: 2 smores 3 3 pea | 


traded in 1944 


Pcte Pct. Pcte Pcte Pcte Pete Pcte Pct. 

United States - Classified farms 2/ 100 100 100 100 100 100 1C0 100 
Si = 15499 18 7 6 8 28 Lt tate ed 
1,500 - 3,999 25 21 ay hee 28 sie eee 9) 
4,000 - 9,999 24 29 34. 23 20 7325 pike Ry) 
10,000 - 19,999 15 17 Las 12 13. B78 
20,000 and over 18 26 26 26 12 TL 4 24 
Northeast - Classified farms 2/ 100 100 100 100 100 100° 100100 
$1 - 1,499 ij Omen EE) 8 ug oe! 
1,500 - 3,999 16 sty) 195313 avs 13515309 
4,000 — 9,999 36 40 LO 7 27 LOW meee 
10,000 - 19,999 23 Pa 19 26 26 2h 23 83k 
20,000 and over 20 18 19 #41? as 15° "13> 43 
North Central - Classified farms 2/ 100 100 100 100 100 #4100 100 100 
$1 - 1,499 9 b) 6 4 16 nie Ke 9 
1,500 = 3,999 24 al 20° 4.23 30 wt 
4,000 = 9,999 42 Ld, 48 35 36 2907 AL eae 5G 
10,000 - 19,999 12 16 153518 6 hette Ae ee9 
20,000 and over 13 wu ie % 20 12 18 3. 26 
South - Classified farms 2/ 100 100 100 100 100 #4100 100 100 
$1 - 1,499 28 11 10, 2s pal ny Ape k 
1,500 - 3,999 31 ae 19 33 Bh 37 27 
4,000 - 9,999 15 sey) 19 17 14 26 ees 
10,000 - 19,999 a2 16 18. 15 10 13-425 0e 17 
20,000 and over 14 29 34 26 6 6 a 8 (ile W A 
West - Classified farms 2/ 100 100 100 100 #100 + #100 100 100 
$1 - 1,499 6 2 2 2 8 7 id 7 
1,500 - 3,999 11 9 Coe 13 2h 1 8 
4,000 - 9,999 25 aly 16 19 30 Sige oie 
10,000 = 19,999 20 22 18 26 20 1g 19 221 
20,000 and over 8 50 58 2 20: LT 1639 


1/ The majority of this group are short-time seasonal laborers working in crews for 

whom information on duration of employment was not requested. ; 
2/ Excludes farms reporting zero value of products sold or traded and farms not reporting. 
Only farm operators reporting hired workers employed during May 20-26, 1945 were asked to 
report on their value of products sold or traded in 1944. 


Estimates based on data from enumerative sample survey of the Bureau of Agricultural 
Economics 


OR es 


Table 11.—Distribution of hired farm workers not employed in crews, by age, 
United States and major regions, March and May 1945 


: United : ; : North 2 t 
Age : States; Northeast : Central _: South =: West 


Thou- Thou- Thou- Thou- Thou- Thou- Thou=- Thou- Thoue Thou 
gands sands sands sands sands sands sands sands sands sands 


Total with age 
reported 1/ 1,674 1,345 163 134 363 26 906 720 242 175 


Under 1g years 2/ pal emed SOna 2 soe LO} 63 28 215 100 30 13 


18 - 24 277 224 33 RR Tee T1199. 106) 2 93 15 
25 = 34 B20 nie 5 37a) 30 Wee 75 Alou 178. 45," he 
35 = 44 300 251 26 20 59 52 165 138 50 41 
45 - 64 2585) 3189.93.28 GPR eae eee a TARE ty heey | 
65 and over se nN li 9 25 18 41 37 11 7 


1/ Information on age was not requested for wrkers employed in crews and for this 


reason male crew workers in May and March are excluded from this table. In addition 
approximately 87,000 custom workers in May and 30,000 in March are excluded. 

2/ Eighty percent of the hired workers under 18 years of age in May were 14 years 
old or over and 89 percent of the hired wrkers under 18 in March were 14 years old 
or OVere . 


Estimates based on data from enumerative sample surveys of the Bureau of Agricultural 
Economics. 
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Table 12.<Average hourly cash wages earned by hired farm workers, by race ane BEX, 
United States and major regions, March and. May 1945 — 


$ United ;: 3 3 $ 
$ States: Northeast : North Centzl: South 2 West 

dag ¢ 3 : 3 : : : : t : 

ae : May :March : May :March : May :March : May :March : May : March 
320-26 318-24 220-26 318-24 320—26 318-24 3: 20-26 $ 


Cents Cents Cents Cents Cents Cents Cents Cents Cents Cemts 


Total 1/ 39 35 40 34 30 «28 26 29 67 62 
Malle 38 35 39-33 20°92 27 29 66 62 
Female 33 32 5948 28> 3 Pal 29 72 56 

White 41 37 38 33 30. «28 30 30 66 62 
Malle 40 37 S33 30 «28 30 29 66 62 
Female 47 39 Pip Pe Bie al 25 3d, TR 56 

Nonwhite 28 29 a 65 ee 6 27 (33 23) goes 75 69 
Male 29 30 65 45 ha 2 eee 28 val 69 
Female 24 28 71. 2/ 25 2/ 20 27 68 2/ 


1/ Excludes approximately 87,000 custom wrkers in May and 30,000 in March, since 
hire of machinery, equipment or workstock was included in their reported cash wages. 
2/ Averages not shom because there were fewer than 20 wrkers in each of these 
classes in the sample. 


Estimates based on data from enumerative sample surveys of the Bureau of Agricul tural 
Economics « 
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Table 14.=Percentage distribution of male hired farm workers not employed in 
crews by hourly cash wages earned, United States and major regions, 


May 1945 
$ 3 : 3 3 : 
Hourly cash : United : Northeast : North : South 3: West i 
wages earned : States 3 : Central 3: 3 
Percent Percent Percent Percent Percent 
Total 1/ . 100.0 1000 100.0 100.0 100.0 
Under 10 cents 22 565 3.1 1.7 mS! 
10 - 14 6.5 907 726 70 lel 
15 caet 19 104 8.3 11.8 1362 oD 
20 oer 24 13.0 5 Vel 11.0 18.7 1-8 
25 = 29 12.9 767 1304 16-7 303 
30 a 34 13.6 8.6 l4el 17.4 hed 
35 = 399 Tel 604 8.4 Teh 4e7 
40 - 44 8.7 926 8.9 8.8 705 
45 = 54 8.9 12.0 104 5-6 15.0 
55 es 64, 5.0 Gel Tel 2/ 305 10.4 
65 —- 74 307 604 : 203 L4e2 
15 - S4 Led 40 3/ 19 2025 
85 = 94 1.8 1.6 10.0 
95 » 104 ube] 16 hel 
105 and over  } 1.8 Rel 


1/ Excludes approximately 87,000 custom workers nines hire of eee equipment 
or workstock was included in their reported cash wages. 

2/ 55 cents and over. 

3/ 75 cents and over. 


Estimates based on data from enumerative sample survey of the Bureau of Agricultural 
Economicée 
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Table 15.-Average hourly cash wages in May 1945 of hired farm wrkers on farms 
classified by value of products sold or traded in 1944, by expected 
duration of employment con reporting farm in 1945, United States and 
major regions 1/ 


$ :Regular workers (150 days seasonal workers (less 
: All sor more lnk Ups oat ¢han 150 days employment 
Area and value of shired 31 on re ieee on Soa farm ) 

products sold or workers, 3 2 : : Days 
traded in 1944 : May : 300 days : 150 — 299 ; - 75 —: Less : not 

: 20-26, : or mre : days ;149 : than :sepci- 

: 1945 3 775 days:fied 2 

Cats Cmts Gents Cents Cents Cente 
United States Classified farms ad 35 pi 36 35 37 42 
fl - 1,499 24 19 23 26 25 29 
1,500 - 3,999 27 22 27 31 pit 29 
4,000 - 9,999 32 25 32 36 46 bh 
10,000 = 19,999 x99 33 43 43 49 40 
20,000 and over 49 48 45 46 59 54 
Northeast - Classified farms 3/ 38 30 40 51 64 69 
$1 - 1,499 : 29 25 30 25 45 43 
1,500 - 3,999 28 24 33 44 65 42 
10,000 — 19,999 43 36 43 61 64 64, 
20,000 and over 55 44 52 67 66 83 
North Central - Classified farms 3/ 30 26 32 35 40 40 
$1 - 1,499 26 21 24 38 34 28 
4,000 = 9,999 26 24 27 30 41 28 
10,000 — 19,999 34 29 38 36 40 67 
20,000 and over 47 51 AL 50 59 42 
South — Classified farms 3/ 26 27 29 26 26 22 
$1 - 1,499 20 15 a 22 23 16 
1,500 — 3,999 ods 22 24 27 27 24 
4,000 —- 9,999 ; 26 al 27 26 29 22 
10,000 —- 19,999 29 26 35 eit 27 22 
20,000 md over 32 % 32 32 R 24 
West - Classified farms 3/ 62 57 60 S8o NOT 69 
$1 - 1,499 tals 27 v 48 68 95 
1,500 = 3,999 42 34 . 47 51 56 56 
4000 = 9,999 63 51 54 69 69 72 
10,000 - 19,999 58 51 61 a7 WA 52 


20,000 and over 66 6 66 5 (st moana 
Excludes approximately 87,000 custom workers since hire of machinery, equipment or 


workstock was included in their reported cash wages. 

2/ The majority of this group are short—time seasonal laborers wrking in crews for 

whom information on duration of employment was not requested. 

3/ Excludes farms reporting zero value of products sold or traded and farms not reporting. 
Only farm operators reporting hired workers employed during May 20-26, 1945 were asked 

to report on their value of products sold or traded in 1944. For average hourly wages' 

by duration of employment for hired workers on all farms, see table 22. 

Estimates based on data from enumerative sample survey of the Bureau of Agricultural 
Economics e 
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Table 16.—Average hourly, daddy, ‘and woolly cash. h ran sare BOAR 


regions, larch nd May 1945 SU 


vive sie 


FSR ELS SS geen 


Area and we& 


Dollars poliaeea =a Number 


United States ae ; ce Bias Meo 


March 18-24 035 320 1580 


Northeast ie & ou 


May 20-26 240 36805) 22.30) © 9.6, “arin ee hag ee 


North Central x: eh . | eek Bee 


Mey 20-26 230 3.208 18.00: 10s? 4 5.6 eee 
Merch 18-24 028 2.90 16.30), Seas a ee Sat 


South 


West 


iy 0-6 667 6420 Zi 33.80 age eeee tae tees 
March 18-24 4290 | A Ay 


Estimates based on data from enumerative sample surveys of the Bureau of ie 
Economics « . 
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Table 17e-Average hourly, daily, and weekly cash wages, average hours and days 
worked during week for hired farm workers, by race and sex, United 
States ani major regions, May 1945 1/ 


3 Cash wages earned g Time wrked 
3 May 20-26, 1945 : May 20-26, 1945 
Area, race, : on reporting farm) 3 on reporting farm 
and sex 3 3 : Hours : Days : Hows 
: Hourly : Daily : Weekly : per : per $ per 
3 ; $42 : week 3 week 
Dollars Dollars Dollars Number Number Number 
United States 
White oAL 4.00 19.80 9.8 49 48 
Nonwhite 028 2.70 10.60 967 3.9 38 
Male o3d 3-70 18.20 9 08 49 48 
Female ~ 033 3.00 10220 Jel 304 ie 
Northeast 
White 38 3260 21.609 9-7 509 57 
Nonwhite 065 5270 27.270 8.7 4e9 42 
Male eX 3.80 22.20 967 59 57 
: Female 059 4290 222% 8.3 4e6 38 
_ Worth Central 
White 030 320 18.10 107 506 60 
Nommhite 27 2290 12.00 10.5 he2 L4, 
Male 30 3.00 18.40 10.8 506 61 
Female e28 240 10.30 8.4 hed 36 
South 
White 030 280 11-10 9.6 309 38 
Nonwhite 023 2030 8.60 9-7 308 Sii 
Male 027 2.70 11.10 9 o7 hed 40 
Female eal 2000 5-80 94 209 28 
West 
White 266 6.10 33-70 9 e2 505 51 
Nonwhite 0/0 6.60 35-70 9.3 54 51 
Male 266 6.10 34,200 9-3 5-5 Cut 
Female ela 6.20 ® 8.7 502 45 


1/ Excludes approximately 87,000 custom workers since the hire of machinery 
equipgent or wrkstock was included in their reported cash wages. 

Bstimates based on data from enumerative sample survey of the Bureau of Agricultural 
Economics « 


Oe 


Table 18.-Percentage distribution of hired farm wrkers not employed in crews, 
by hours wrked during week on reporting farm, United States and — 
major regions, March and May 1945 


Hours : United 2 : North : : 3 
work ed : States : Northeast : Central : South 3: West 
during : 3 3 8 3 H H 2 2 3 
specified : May :March : May :March : May :March : May : March : May : March 
week £2026 218-24, 320=-26318-24 320-26318-24 320-26: 18-24 220-26: 18-2 
Pete Pete Pete Pete Pete Pete Pete Pete Pct. Pcte 
Total 1/ 100> 100 -=-.1002" 100 100 100 100 §#@100 100 100 
Under 10 5 5 ib 3 S) 5 6 6 2 3 
10 -14 4 4 3 2 2 3 11 4 2 2. 
15-19 4 6 3 3 2 2 6 8 2 pA 
20 = 34 17 18 12 7 9 9 23 26 13 8 
35 = 49 14 16 9 13 hah 12 16 19 16 al 
50 = 59 es 14 12 13 5 6 14 16 19 22 
60 and over 40 37 60 60 68 63 24 al 46 40 


1/ Excludes approximately 87,000 custom workers in May and 30,000 in March as well as 


crew workerSe 


Estimates based on data from enumerative sample surveys of the Bureau of Agricultural 


Economics 


eat 


Table 19.-Percentage distribution of male hired farm workers rot employed in crews by 
daily cash wages earned, United States and major regions, March and 
May 1945 


; ~ United 3 Seon North oot. cos 


Daily cash’. a) tates 3 postiecss 3: Central :_ South : West | 
wages ons 3':“ May : March: May :Marchi May : March: May : March : May sMarc 
eporting farm Bnd 20m 2612024 t20-2G 21. Sa 24, t 20263 1S—24_t 20-2611 824 

ae 3 Pote Pete Pots, Pots Pots Pete Pote  Pcte Pote Pcte 

Total 1/ 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 
Under $2.00 18 26° 25 29° #15 25 23 32 3 
00 = a9 oe 7S SATs 918%) 19 26 27 a SR 5 

3000 = 3099 22 al 15 18 26 28 25 20 oF 10 

400 = 4499 {suey S23 1592518 S10 11 9 155 2 

5.00 - 6.99 es 98 15 #1920019 3 5 By) 3035 

al i 2/ 5 as 


7.00 and over 7 4 10 4 2 


{7 Excludes approximately 87,000 male custom wrkers in May and 27,000 in March since 
hire of machinery, equipment or workstock was included in their reported cash wagese 
Note: For average daily cash wages of all hired farm workers, including crew workers, 
see table 17. 

2/ Less than 05 percente 

Estimates based on data from enumerative sample surveys of the Bureau of Agricultural 
Economicse 


meaaee ot 


Table 20.-Percentage distribution of male hired farm workers not employed in crews, 
by weekly cash wages earned, United States and major regions, March 


and May 1945 
Weekly cash : hited 3 : North 3 as 
wages on : States : Northeast _; Central : South _: . West 
reporting : May : March : May : March: May : Mareh : May : March: May :March 
farm 1 $20=26: 18-24 220-26: 18-24 320-26: 18-24 320-263 1 320-26: 
Pot. Pete Pete Pete Pet. Pete Pot. Pete Pete Pete 
Total 2/ 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100 +100 ~= 100 
Under $10.00 30 36 20 22 17 25 HIE 52 5 7 
10.00 - 19.99 34 33 29 eik Al AL 38 Sie 14 13 
20.00 = 29-99 19 17 24 27 30 26 11 10 al 23 
30200 - 39.99 9 9 1715 9 6 30.3) 225 9a50 
40.00 and over 8 5 10 5 3 2 1 3/35 ae? 


1/7 These wages do not represent total weekly cash wages for workers who worked on 


more than one farm or who had a nonfarm job during the specified week. 

2/ Excludes approximately 87,000 male custom workers in May and 27,000 in March. 
2/ Less than 0.5 percent. 

Notes For average weekly cash wages of all male hired farm workers, including crew 
workers, see table 17. 


Estimates based on data from enumerative sample surveys of the Bureau of Agricultural 
Economics. 


Table 21.-Average hourly, daily, and weekly wages, average hours and days worked 
during week, for hired farm workers by relationship to farm operator, 
United States and major regions, May 1945 1/ 


Cash wages earned 3 Time worked 
May 20-26, 1945 : May 20—_26, 1945 
Area and relationship on reporting farm, :__(on r id 


3 hak 
Hourly : Daily-: Weekly : per : per : per 

t : 
Dollars Dollars Dollars Number Number Number 


United States 
Son or daughter 025 2.60 15.90 10.5 bel 64 
Other relative . 030 300 12.80 10.0 43 43 
No relation, non-crew worker 36 3050 16.50 907 hel 46 
Crew worker 2/ 047 4.50 18.90 905 = he 40 
Northeast 
Son or daughter 32h, 250 16.20  10e4) + 605 68 
Other relative ® 33 3-30 19.50 9 03 6.0 59 
No relation, non-crew worker 042 3290 22.40 93 58 54 
Crew worker 2/ oT, 7.00 33040 Deh 4.8 45 


North Central 


Son or daughter 022 250 15-90 11.2 64 72 
Other relative 026 2280 15050 10.9 505 60 
No relation, non-crew worker 033 350 19.00 10.6 505 58 
Crew worker 2/ 03k 320 10.30 9903 303 30 
South 
Son or daughter 023 2230 11.10 10.2 Le 48 
Other relative 023 2020 7.10 9 ® 5 302 30 
No relation, non-—crew wrker ofl 2260 10.50 905 4.0 38 
Crew worker 2/ 025 250 8.80 10.0 326 
West 
Son or daughter 47 4200 24230 8.5 bel 52 
Other relative 057 5030 28.50 9.3 Deh” 30 
No relation, non-crew worker 062 580 32.90 94 506 53 
Crew worker 2/ ticle PASTY: 8, 36.00 9.0 503 48 


1/7 Excludes approximately 87,000 custom workers since hire of machinery, equipment or 


workstock was included in their reported cash wages. 
2/ Relationship to farm operator not asked for crew workers. 


Estimates based on data from enumerative sample survey of the Bureau of Agricultural 
Economicse | 


poe ai 


d during 
Table 22.eAverage hourly, daily, end weekly wages, average hours and days worke 
‘ week, for nired ares workers, by duration of employment in 1945 on report— 
ing farm, United States and major regions, May 1945 1/ 


-- "Time worked 
May 20—26, 1945 | 
en reporting farm 


Cash wages earned 
May 20—26, 1945 


on re ortin farm 


: Hours : Days : Hours 
: Hourly : Daily : Weekly per 3 per : per 


eee eet reeks veehe 
Dollars Dollars Dollars Number Number Number 


Area and duration of 
. employment on 
reporting farm 
during 1945 


EES OR 


20 82 es es o8 a0 
2 00 22 @D of 42 


United States 


Regular workers 034 3040 20 030 LO ed 60 60 
300 days or more «32 3.40 21.50 1003 body 66 
150 - 299 days 035 3050 19 200 98 505 54 

Seasonal workers e4 1. 3290 14.60 94 307 35 
75 — 149 days 036 34.0 15.00 9.3 Led, 41 
Less than 75 days 230 340 10220 93 Bel 28 
Crew workers 2/ oh 7 4050 18.90 905 hea 40 
Workers with days unspecified 3/ 034 3610 10030 Jel 303 2 

Northeast 
Regular workers 03 Bec0 21 20 Qe9, be 63 
300 days: or more e3l 3.10 20.60 sto pee 606 67 
150 = 299 days A383 3090 22 50 91 5el 52 

Seasonal vorkers 062 5230 24070 Ss7 Leo 40 
Bal AG days AES! 4000 18.20 WAS Ae? 35 
Less than 75 days 065 5260 2240 8e7 40 35 
Crew workers 2/ ol 700 3340 94 48 45 
Yorkers with days wnspecified 3/ 43 3080 19 630 8.8 5el 45 

North Central 

Regular workers 028 3.10 19.70 11.0 663 70 
300 days or more Pat 3010 19.90 11.2 605 a3 
150 - 299 days eal 3630 19.10 10.6 5.9 62 

Seasonal workers 238 3260 14.40 926 4.0 38 
75 - 149 days 03h 3630 15.80 9.6 Lek 46 
Less than 75 days oy Hil 3090 12.90 9.5 Jala 32 
Crew workers 2/ 034 * 3220 10620 9.3 302 30 
Workers with days unspecified 3/ 029 3280 IS Ge 967 hel 43 

South : : 

Reguler workers ode Deit 14.90 967 See 53 
300 days or more 028 2270 16.50 9.6 601 58 
150 - 299 days e2e 2270 14.00 9-8 52 50 

Seasonal workers 025 240 7.70 96 302 BL 
75 - 149 days ; 026 2.50 LO 200 907 400 38 
Less than 75 days 025 2.40 6250 Jeh 207 26 
Crew workers 2/ 225 250 8-80 10.0 326 36 
Viorkers with days unspecified 3/ <2 2.00 Pree 920 266 24 

West 

Regular workers 059 Deke 35.70 906 6.3 60 
300 days or more 058 560 36260 926 606 63 
150 - 299 days eG 5.80 34.090 Rr ory) 58 

Seasonal workers °7 6040 33200 920 5el 46 
75 - 149 days 60 5030 30.60 89 507 oy 
Less than 75 days 67 6.00 26 620 89 Led 39 
Crew workers 2/ 075 6.80 36.00 9.0 503 48 


Workers with days unspecified _3/ 60 5 40 26220 902 | 43 
1/ Excludes approximately 87,CO0O0 custom workers since hire of machinery, equipment, om 
workstock was included in their reported cash wages. 
2/ Farmers were not asked to report on expected duration of employment of workers sabe eee® 
in gangs or crews; the majority of crew workers are short-time seasonal laborers. } 

It has been assumed that these workers were seasonal workers in grouping them with 3 
those whose expected duration of employment was reported to be less than 150 days on the 
employing farm. The average cash wages earned and time worked by these workers are more 
nearly similar to those of seasonal workers than those of regular workers 


Estimates based on data from enumerative sample survey of the Bureau of Agricultural 
Economics e ; 


Pee 


ON 


*SoTWOUODY Tri} Nowsy Jo neemg our jo ASAINS eTdues eATZeEIaMUS Wolfs elLep UO peseq suieUTyS| 

*peysenbel YOU Sem UOT RULIOSUL Stuy wWoym Jos 

Smelo UT JUPYIom SletogeyT Teucsves euT4—qatoys ete wou Jo £4ts0few ayy Spezstoder you sem yueufoTdusa jo 
uoTtzyeEIMp pezyoedxe WOUM TOF SsileHIoM sulos SsepntouT dnozs STUL [ez *sosem USO peytodal ATeyy UT pepnto 

SPM YOOPSY.Om Io ‘queud be ‘ATeuTYyORU JO aITY eouts *sxzeyTom woysno O00*Lg ATeyeUTxoIdde sepnToxy ya 


Sy seh Sa L6G 8 OL%7e. 009° Sa SEL * eg Veo ba, OGl Leu O065S AS be Stoo alo 10 7 
7 ano 7. 959. 06572. - OF"S = -£9° 65 C9 GS 09° CG. O7°S LS° Sleytlou € — T 
97) =—T°S Woe OO fe O7°9, 1° 09 €°9 «6 986) CO OLSE)—s «OLS 65° sleytom perty uy 
tU4 Tm SULIeI ~ 9Som 
Eo (626 8°6 02S Os°e se 7S 9°¢ §=6L°6) 00°9T 86—06°2% 62° SLIOFTOM SLOW IO 7 
LZ. 6°s €°6 OL°9 G°e se a9 eg) Cl L°6 SO OBTET = 09* 9e° SlaytomM € - T 
Te eee 9? Oe OL in 07°C | Se" es SSS Wahish «0057 tb. & = OG. Slaytom petty Auy 
sujTa suite, - Bpnog 
SS a he BOSE OL./i. OplG 67° ra) Cao" me OF OL OLS ee Occ a fs SIOYIOM SIOWU 10 4 
: Ov 0°7, 66s 0S°7T “09° 9E° TL €°9 co ueeO9. So be 06. c 9e° SIOHIOM E — T 
St 7 9°6 O7°7T O9°€  s8e° OL CO (OU OL 6 beeOLe’ 8e° Sleytau party Auy 
UL TM SuLTel—Ted}ueD UPION 
: ieee eee, Oe OL, Rone Oce9 Ge LL: 65 U9 nL 6 mee OG tL Cem 09. 77 L.7° SIOYIOM ALOU IO + 
a4 3 Ov Bas Sane U/,-0 tae UGcY OS ° 79 Vaeds) 68655 OLS 6 te 00%" O€° Staylom € = T 
oy 9°7 ats Obey 06S 29° 69 9 66 ete ofe sxeyzom perty £uy 
ZULTM SUIBI- JseoupaON 
IPS Mone 7° Ge O9°O TeemO0Crs a aS Ta LS OcS ies Ow Oneacws. 06-6 O7: gla yIQa alow Io 7 
eee 750 €° 67 03° OT Oct ave > (AS) 0°99: -e°OTE-06°St OLS OE° SlayIomM f — T 
COL € T°65" 09°71. — OG tae Lie 09 09 er LOL ec Ocmm07-& 7 St siexom patty uy 


UTM SULIeI-Beyeys po} Tun 


FON ON °ON *STod *sTod °sTod ° ON ° ON °ON STO" = *stoq. =°sto"d 


yoom: Yyeoms @pipetiieatpeiive:peuteve: yeem: . yoom: ep {poutee: poulee$pauiea: : 

aged: ged: aad: sodem: sodem: sodem: aed: sed: aed: savem: sadem: soden: Utes sy} UO 
POALIOMtpeMTOMspeNtom: YSBO: YSeds YSOSPexTOM:poxTOMspoyxTom: yYyseos: yseo: yseo: pefoTdue sioyx.om porty 
soy: sfeq: sammoy:ATy9ex3 ATteq:ATInoy: smog: seq: s.moy:ATyoou: ATTeq:£TIMoH: jo Joqumu pue vely 


t GVOL-UL ulley sup} .odert uO q{usuAOTAUS : 
sfep OST ueyy SSeT) Sloytou Teuoseves —; etouw to skep OST) Slextom teTnBey : 


/T S76T Sen 
Sguofgez tofem pue seaqeqs peqtun “miey uo pefotdua siteyxtom peaty Jo zequmu fq *sleyTom WIey 
Teuosess pue Intnder Joy Smtey Jupytodert uo yeam Butinp pexraa owyTy Doe Coe gaseMm USED sdBloAy—*E? eTaeL 


dip ict: i 


Table 24.—Percentage distribution of hired farm workers by type of wage rate, 
Wace VS and major regions, March and May 1945. 


: United 3. : North 3 ne BS Oa shoe 
: States : Northeast : Central : South :- West 
Type of eee eee ee 
wage rate; May” om : May :March : May feat May pear : May :March 
t : 3 


Pete *} Pate Petes Pete Pete Pete Pcte Pct. Pct. Pete 


Total 100. 100 .=100°>100°=. 100™ 100 100)= 100 =) 2100=;; 100 
Per month -~- 16° a2 28 2 42 47 6 9 19 22 
Per week g 9 33 36 11 7 5 Hox 3 3 
Per day 44, 33 9 14 24 24 66 48 12 10 
Per hour . 23,6 -726)° 4-36 14 15 14 18 al 47 61 
Piece rate 4 8 Lee 3 ak 1 1 13 15 3 
Other 1/ 5 3 2 1 7 44 4 2 4 zi 


Without meals 


furnished 2/79 #77 4G S57 52 50 8 88 8: & 
Per month q 10 10-10 V5 emis 5 6 Fe Oe 12 
Per week 5 6 17 20 6 4 4 5 2. 2 
Per day 3h. 27 6 10 jWA Sa 59 = A 8 7 
Per hour — 22% “24 15 13 12 1) 17 20 = GO 59 
Piece rate 4 8 12 3 1 iL 1 13 14 3 
Other 1/ - 4 2 1 af 4 4 3 2 3. 1 
With meals . 

furnished 3/ 21... 23 29 ek 485 0505 eee mE 18S 
Per month PP. 18s Dy fae nies Jo ee 105 10 
Per week g S 16 16 5 Bee te 2 1 1 
Per day 7 6 3° 4 oR 10k ~ 12 nee es 
Boa ff a) ry 
Piece rate 1 

Other 1/ 1 a at 4/ 3 1 4/ 1 4/ 


1/ Includes custom work rates and annual rates. . 


2/ Includes some workers receiving one meal per day. 
_ Two or more regular. meals per daye 
4/ Less than 005. Percent. 


Estimates based « on data. from enumerative sample surveys of te Bureau of 
Agricultural Ecopaes.cs 
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Table 25.-Average cash wage rates of hired farm workers, by type of wage rate, 
United States and major regions, March and May 1945 


: May : March : Percentage 
Type of rate and area - : 20-26, : 1&24, : change, 
taal : 1945 ‘March-May, 1945 
Dollars Dollars Percent 
Month without meals 1/ 
United States 108.10 99.30 9 
Northeast 100.00 98.60 1 
North Central 102.901) «9 99.20 Ik 
South 71500 65260 14 
West 167.30 151.00 11 
Month with meals 2/ 
United States 71heL0 67.10 F 1 
Northeast 54,050 55.90 re 
South 45220 4368 3 
West 122.60 121.80 ai 
Week without meals 1/ 
United States 25.80 21.60 | 19 
Northeast - 3060 27.200 13 
North Central 23270 21.80 9 
South 21.80 16.30 34 
West 3620 34270 4, 
‘Day without meals }/ 
United States 2055 2265 =, 
Northeast 5el5 Deh0 <5 
North Central 3040 3220 6 
South 2040 2-35 2 
West 4e40 480 =f 
Hour without meals 1/ 
United States 052 057 9 
Northeast Sapipe 0D4 Sy f =5 
North Central »50 054 =7 
South e 30 036 -17 


West 7 80 6 
1/ Includes some workers receiving one meal per day. 


2/ wo or more regular meals per day. 


Estimates based on data from enumerative sample surveys of the Bureau of 
Agricultural Economics. 
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Table 26.-Average hourly and weekly cash wages and hours worked, by type of wage 
rate, United States and major regions, May 1945" 


: Average t Average cash wages sAverage hours per 
Area and type of rate : wage t pouty t Weekly sweek rcs on 


Dollars Dollars Dollars Number 
United States 
Without meals 1/ 
Month 108.10 040 2590 65 
Week 2580 oh A, 2560 a) 
Day 2055 227 9.40 seca 
Hour 052 055 23200 41 
With meals, month 2/ 7ThehO 025 17.70 70 
Northeast _ 
Without meals 1/ ; : 
Month 100.00 035 24010 10 
Week 30. 60 050 306 60 él 
Day els 058 23.40 40 
Hour 054 @ 56 21200 38 
With meals, month 2/ 54250 el8 ‘12.80 69 
North Central 
Without meals 1/ 
Month : 102 230 ® 33 2he 50 73 
Week 23-70 040 23280 59 
Day 3040 22 14280 46 
Hour er p>, 6) 052 20.40 39 
With meals, month 2/ 6570 e2l 15.80 Th 
South 
Without meale 1/ 
Month 75200 030 18.30 él 
Week 21.80 © 38 21-70 57 
Day 240 o2k 8.20 34 
Hour 020 029 > 20.0055 35 
With meals, month 2/ 4,520 019 10.90 58 
West 
Without meals 1/ 
Month F 167 ° % 067 39 40 58 
Week 36 020 e 66 c 35 80 55 
Day 4e40 AT 22.60 48 
Hour - PY e76 38.20 50 
With meals, month 2 122.60 ed :28 290 68 


1/ Includeg some workers receiving one meal per day. 

2/ Two or more regular meals per day. These averages are not directly comparable 

with other values in column since meals are provided in addition to these cash wages. 
Note: Average hour or week rates may differ slightly from their corresponding hourly or 
weekly cash wage equivalents for several reasons: (1) slightly different coverage, as 
the equivalent wages were computed only for workers who reported on time worked, (2) 
weekly wages being rounded to the nearest dollar before computing equivalents, and (3) 
in the case of week rates, payment for less than a full week's work. 


Estimates based on data from enumerative sample survey of . the Bureau of Agricultural 
Economics. 
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Table 27.-Number of hired farm workers paid hour and day rates without meals, 
and average rates, by sex and race, South and West, May 1945 


: Hour rates without 3 Yay rates without 
: meals 1 3 meals 1 
Area, sex, and race ; Number of : Average : Number of : Average 
: workers : rate: workers: rate 
Number. Dollars Number Dollars 
South 
Wale 184, 000 o3L 532,000 2055 
White 150,000 oil 221,000 280 
Nonwhite 34,000 o31 311,000 2040 
Female 39,000 Apel 226,000 1095 
White 15,000 026 41,000 2050 
Nonwhite : 24, 000 026 185,000 i Leo 
West | 
Male 186,000 015 29,000 4250 
White ) 166, 000 075 
Nonwhi te 20,000 073 
Female 21,000 ME: -) 8,000 3290 
White 13,000 oT 
Nonwhite | 8, 000 069 


{7 Includes some workers receiving one meal per day. 


Estimates based on data from enumerative sample survey of the Bureau of 
Agricultural Economics. 
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Table 28.—Percentage distribution of hired farm workers by specified 
perquisite items received, United States and major regions, 


May 1945 
P Leas Leen T : United : North- : North south ! West 
pe re z/ : States 3: east: Central 3: $ 
Percent Percent Percent Percent Percent 

Total workers 100 100 100 100 100 
With house 32 23 25 AL 19 
With lodging 21 33 38 7 36 
Without house or lodging 47 L4 37 52 45 
Not furnished meals 2/ 78 él 51 87 82 
With house 30 21 23 38 a7 
With lodging 5 1 3/ al pas 
Without house or lodging 43 39 28 48 44 
Furnished meals 4/ 22 39 49 13 18 
With house 2 3 2 3 2 
With lodging 16 32 38 6 15 
Without house or lodging 4 5 9 4 1 


17 In addition to these items, many workers received other types of perquisites. 


More detailed information on perquisites will be published in a later report. 
2/ Includes some wrkers receiving one meal per day. 

3/ Less than 0.5 percent. 

4/ Two or more regular meals per day. 


Estimates based on data from enumerative sample survey of the Bureau of 
Agricultural Economics. 
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Table 29.~Percentage distribution of male hired fara workers not employed in crews, 
by age, United States and major regions, March and May 1945 


: United $ : North $ 3 
: States : Northeast _: Central : South $ West 
_. Age : May tMarch : May sMarch : May :March : May :March : May sMarch 


220—26 318—24 :20-26:18%-24 320-26:18-2 $20=26:18-24 320-26:18- 
Pct. Pct. Pote Pcte Pote Pct. Pot. Pcte Pot. Pcte 


Total with age 
reported 1/ 100 100 100 100 +100 #100 #=+100 #4100 «100 «100 


‘Under 18 years 2/ 17 11 wu iW 17 9 20 14 12 7 


18 = 24 16 aby 20 24 20 an 14 14 12 9 
25 = 34 20 24 Pa 22 19 a4 19 24 19 23 
35 = 44 18 19 16 15 16 17 19 20 20 24 
45 — 64 23 24 20 20 ak 23 23 23 32 33 
65 and over 6 5 7 7 ¢ 6 5 5 5 4, 


Tnformation on age was not requested for workers employed in crews and for this 
reason male crew workers in May and in March are excluded from this table. In addition 
approximately $7,000 male custom workers in May and 27,000 in March are excluded. 

2/ Fighty-three percent of the male hired farm workers under 18 years of age were 14 
years old or over in May and 90 percent of the male hired workers under 18 were 14 years 
old or over in March. 


Estimates based on data from enumerative sample surveys of the Bureau of Agricultural 
Economicse 
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Table 30.-Average hourly, daily, and weekly cash wages, average hours and days wrked 
during week, for hired farm workers by relationship to farm operator, 
United States and major regions, March 1945 1/ 


Time worked 
March 18-24, 1945 
(on reporting farm) 
ours : Days : Hours 
‘per 3: per : per - 
ree’ day _: week: week 
Dollars Dollars Dollars Number Number Number 


: Gash wages earned 
March 18-24, 1945 


__(on reporting farm) 


: 
Daily : Weekly 


Area and rel ationship 


e @2 66 8 6 
i 


; Hourly 


ee 26 a0 
ee 68 o@ 1e@ eo 60 


ee 


United States | 


Son or daughter | 22 2040 14.50 10.6 6.1 65 
Other relative at | 2060 12.70 907 4e9 48 
No relation, non-crew worker 035 3230 15.60 94 48 45 
Crew worker 2/ 49 3050 18.30 To2 5.2.7 335 
Northeast 
Son or daughter : 022 2030 15.40 10.6 6.6 70 
Other relative 029 2080 16.80 Joh 661 56 
No relation, non-crew worker 36 3250 20.40 97 5.8 56 
Crew worker 2/ 056 4,080 24010 866 50 43 
North Central 
Son or daughter ol8 2010 13,30 1.2 6.5 73 
Other relative 023 2240 14.20 "106 59 62 
No relation, non-crew worker 032 3620 . 17.30 909 505 54 
Crew worker 2/ i085 3200 hae 0 - 8.7 hed 36 
South 
Son or daughter eae 1.90 8.50 8.8 pAPYA 39 
Other relative oak, 2010 7280 8.9 307 33 
No relation, non-crew worker 028 2260 10.80 a2 ho2 x9 
Crew worker 2/ 035 3200 15.00 8.4 Pel 43 
West | | 
Son or daughter 046 4-50 27230 9.8 Gel 60 
Other relative 49 450 26.30 902 508 54 
No relation, non-crew worker 61 560 31.40 Jeol 506 51 
Crew worker ay 069 4200 21.60 5.8 505 SL 


1/7 Excludes approximately 30; 000 custom workers since hire of machinery, equipment or 


workstock was included in their reported cash wages. 
2/ Relationship to farm operator not asked for crew workers. 


Estimates based on data from enumerative survey of the Bureau of Agricultural Economics. 
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Table 3lo-Average hourly and weekly cash wages and hours worked during week, 
for regular 1/ hired farm workers paid specified types of wage 
rates, United States and major regions, March and May 1945 


sNumber of regular: Hourly : Weekly : Hours 
Area, type of wage : hired wrkers : cash : cash : worked 
rate, and date : paid specified : wages : wages : per 
: type of rate : earned : earned: week 
Number ##  Pollars Dollars Number 
United States 
Month without meals 2/ 
March 18-24 ; 150,000 035 23-00 65 
Month with meals 3/ 
May 20—26 172,000 e224, 17.10 71 
March 18-24 166, 000 022 15250 69 
Week without meals 2/ 
May 20-26 91,000 o42 25020 60 
March 18-24 &2,000 » 36 21.00 59 
Day without meals 2/ | 
March 18-24 213,000 o3L 13.00 42 
Hour without meals 2/ | 
May 20-26 89, 000 058 29.70 51 
March 18-24 104,000 059 28.70 49 
Northeast 
Month with meals 3/ 
May 20=26 29,000 el8 12.50 71 
Week without meals /2/ 
March 18=24 : 25,000 042 2710 64 
Week with meals 3/ | 
May 20-26 25,000 025 16.50 65 
North Central 
Month without meals 2/ 
May 20-26 49,000 033 2460 74 
March 18-24 57,000 032 2240 TL 
Month with meals 3/ 
May 20-26 93,000 o21 15280 75 
March 18-24 89, 000 el9 13290 14 
Day without meals 2/ 
Hour without meals 2/ 
March 18-24 25,000 055 25-80 lage 


Continued 
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Table Zle-«Average hourly and weekly cash wages and hours worked during week, 
| for regular 1/ hired farm workers paid specified types of wage 
rates, United States and major regions, March and May 1945 (Cord) 


Number of regular: Hourly Hours 
hired workers : cash worked 


Area, type of wage 2 : : 
paid specified : wages ’ wages 3; per 


ee 68 e¢ ee 


rate, and date 
type of rate earned earned week 
! Number Dollars Dollars Muaber 
South 
Month without meals 2/ 
May 2026 52 3 000 030 13.30 62 © 
Week without meals 2/ © 
May 20—26 41.5000 037 2120 58 
March 18-24 , 40000 028 15-70 56 
Day without meals 2/ ; 
May 20-26 167,000 026 1320 0) 
March Le24 ; 169,000 026 10.80 41 
West 
Month without meals 2/ | 
March 18=_24 31,000 057 35.10 61 
Month with meals 3/ 
May 2026 33000 042 28.20 67 
Hour without meals 2/ 7 
May 20=26 34,9 000 e/8 44,090 58 
. March 18-24 &L » 900 76 39 «50 de 


1/ Workers the farmer reported he would employ for 150 days or more 
during 19456 
2/ Includes some workers receiving one meal per day 

Two or more regular meals per day. 


Estimates based on data from enumerative sample surveys of the Bureau of 
Agricultural Economics, ! 
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Table 32.-Average hourly and weekly cash wages and hours worked during week, 
for seasonal 1/ hired farm workers, paid specified types of wage — 
rates, United States and major regions, yarch avi May 1945 


Are BELT 


‘Number of seasonal: Hourly : Weekly : Hours 
Area, type of wage rate : hired workers : cash : cash : worked 
and date : paid specified : wages 2 wages : per 
: type of rate : earned : earned 3 week 
Number Dollars Dollars Number 
United States 
Day without meals 2/ 
May 20=26 644,000 025 760 30 
Hour without meals 2/ 
May 20-26 404, 900 055 21.450 39 
March 18-24 246,000 05 19.40 36 
Northeast 3/ 
North Central 
Day without meals 2/ 
Day with meals 4/ 
Way 20—26 24,000 031 11.20 36 
Hour without meals 2/ 
May 2026 > 28,000 48 ~ 14280 sik 
South 
Day without meals 2/ 
May 20—26 589, 000 223 6.8 “9 
March 1624 86,000 02 6050 25 
Day with meals 4/ 
May 20-26 545 000 oak, 8-30 Bh, 
March 1824, 24,000 028 7 200 a5 
Hour without meals 2/ 
May 2026 195,000 029 9260 33 
West \ 
Day without meals 2/ 
May 20-26 21,000 oA? 19,50 4a 
Hour without meals 2/ 
May 2026 166,000 e76 36.80 48 


March 18~2 128,000 270 2210 ZL 
1/ Workers the farmer reported he would employ less than 150 days during 1945. 


This group includes some workers for whom expected duration of employment was 
not reported, the majority of whom were short-time seasonal laborers working 
in crews for whom this information was not requested. 
2/ Includes some workers receiving one meal per day. 

Averages not shown because of the small number of seasonal wrkers 
paid each type of wage rate in this regione 

Two or more regular meals per dayae 


Estimates based on data from enumerative sample surveys of the Bureau of 


Agricultural Economics. 
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Table 33.=Percentage distribution of regular and seasonal hired farm workers 
by specified perquisite items received, United States and major 


regions, May 1945 


: United : North- : North $ : 
: States east : Central : South : West 
$ sSea— ; :Sea— ¢ 2Sea— 3 :Sea- ¢ :Sea~ 
Perquisite item :Reg- :son- :Reg- :son—- :Reg— :son— :Reg~ sson— sReg~ :son- 
; sular sal sular : al cular: al sular: al sular ; 
en VAN ee: fat b : 3 $ Ta t 2/5 


Pete Pcte Pote Pct. Pct, Pct. Pete  Pcte Pct. Pct. 


Total workers ‘100. LOO. <LOGis, 100; 7 100° 40Gi 0c 100 100 100 
With house 47 23°" 26,1, 59.) oqo mR 
With lodging 29 i 42 16 47 al ci bis 5a se 7 
Without house or lodging 24 63 32 70 20 Ta 23 664 28 53 

Not furnished meals 3/ 04) (87> 520 78) FAG Go med 90 64 90 
With house 42 al 24 13 sik 7 59 28 34 9 
With lodging 1 8 i/- 1 Efi i= 1 1 3: Spas 29 
Without house or lodging 21 58 28 64 a We 55 aide OL a 27, 52 

Furnished meals 5/ 36 13 48 22 54 38 19 10 §«=:36 10 
With house 5! ak 2 L 2 7 at 6 ph 
With Lodging 28 7 Pa ay Wis 47 21 10 4 29 g 
Without house or lodging 3 5 4 6 5 Tyg 2 5 1 a 


1/ Workers the farmer reported he would employ for 150 days or more during 1945, 
This 


2/ Workers the farmer reported he would employ less than 150 days during 1945. 
group includes some wrkers for whom expected duration of employment was not reported, 
the majority of whom were short-time seasonal laborers working in crews, for whom 
this information was not requested. 
3/ Includes some workers receiving one meal per day. 
4/ Less than 0.5 percent. 

Two or more regular meals per day. 


Estimates based on data from enumerative sample survey of the Bureau of Agricultural 
Economics. 
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APPENDIX &. COMPARABILITY OF SURVEY ESTIMATES WITH 
OTHER AV&ILABLE STATISTICS 1/ 


The three national enumerative surveys of farm wages and wage 
rates in March, May, and September 1945 are a new part of the Bureau 
of Agricultural Economics farm wage statistics work. There are in- 
portant differences in the nature of the wage data obtained in these 
surveys from data previously available. These differences are dis- 
cussed in this Appendix to afford a basis for correct interpretation 
of the new survey estimates which have been. presented in this report. 


1. Individual worker basis for average wage rates 


An important departure from previous farm wage statistics in 
the new surveys is that wage and related information is obtained from 
the farmer for each hired worker employed on his farm during the re- 
porting week. This permits the computation of average wage rates on 
an individual worker basis. In the regularly issued BSE series on 
farm wage rates, the averages presented are based on an average re- 
ported for his locality by each of a group of farmers known as "Crop 
Reporters,'' who are sent mail questionnaires. 


There are several reasons why wage information is obtained on 
an individuel farm and worker basis in the new surveys. &n important 
one is that the farmers! answers provide data on something which has 
actually occurred - his own employing of an individual at a specified 
wage rate in a specified week. The farmer can report this more accu~ 


’ rately than the level of farm wage rates being paid on other farms. 


Another reason for obtaining information on wage rates paid 
individual workers is to get the distribution of workers by amount of 
wage rate, in order to show wage rate variation as well as wage rate 
averages. These distributions provide a picture of the wage structure 
in agricuiture. Similar information has been available for a long 
time for nonagricultural industries, but not for agriculture. 


2. Hourly and daily equivalent cash wages for va types of rates 


In the new surveys, information is obtained on the time worked 
and cash wages received during the reporting week by each hired worker 
employed on the farm during that week in addition to the worker's 
wage rate. This permits converting any type of rate into its hourly 
or daily equivalent cash wage so that an average wage can be computed 
for a group of workers paid different types of rates. In turn, this 
permits wage comparisons among groups of hired workers classified 
according to age, sex, race, type of work, duration of employment, 
etc. which are essential for analysis of wage differentials in agri- 
culture. 


Certain technical questions have arisen in the matter of method 
of computation of these average equivalent hourly and daily cash wages. 
As in the case of most farm wage statistics, average wages are used 


1/ Append and B are reproduced with slight modifications from > 
» No. 4 of 


is series. 
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both to indicate the wage cost to farmers and the wage income to farm 
laborers. For the first use, an average weighted by time worked at 
that wage provides the best measure of wage costs to the farmer per 
hour or day of hired labor. For the second use, the ideal average 
would be one weighted by the workers receiving each level of wages, 
providing it involved no duplication of workers who work for wages on 
more than one farm during the week, since the purpose of the average 
is to summarize the distribution of workers by amount of wages received. 
Information on wages and time worked obtained from reports of farmers 
for workers hired by the farmer during a specified week provides the 
basis for the first type of average. for the second type, namely, an 
average weighted by workers, employer reports may not be satisfactory, 
since a farmer's report on any hired worker who worked on two farms 
during the week is in effect weighted twice as much as it should be, 
and his report on these workers who worked on three or more farms is 
even more heavily overweighted. The overweighting would not lead to 
any bias if it were not for the fact that the workers who are over- 
weighted are usually seasonal workers who work for very short periods 
at higher hourly wages. | . 


For the week of March 18-24, differences between average hourly 
and daily cash wages computed on the two bases were appreciable, hut 
not large. Because the number of hired workers who are employed on 
two or more farms during the week was expected to increase during the 
more active part of the season, the time-weighted rather than the 
worker-weighted averages were adopted for general use in this series 
of reports, In this report of results from the survey covering the 
week of May 20-26, (Report No. 7) all averages shown for hourly and 
daily cash wages are weighted on a time-input basis. 


3. Types of wage rates 


The historical series of the Bureau of Agricultural Economics on 
farm wage rates have included four types which are used in construction 
of the index of farm wage rates - rates per month with and without 
board and rates per day with and without board. These series on month 
and day rates covered directly 54 percent of the hired workers in March 
and 60 percent in May. &n additional percentage may have been covered 
indirectly. 2/ In the Northeast and West, the most prevalent rates 
have not been included in the series - weekly rates in the Northeast 
(received by 36 percent of hired workers’ in March and by 33 percent in 
\May) and hourly rates in the West (received by 61 percent in March and 
by 47 percent in May). 3/ . 


Because "board" has not been defined, average rates in the his- 
torical series are not precisely comparable with those obtained from the 
new surveys. Since most workers (86 percent in March, @l percent in 


2/ Piece rates are indirectly covered through an instruction to the Crop 
Reporter to include average daily earnings of piece workers in reporting 
the average day rate. In March 1945, 8 percent of the workers covered 

in the survey were paid piece rates, and in May 4 percent. b ; 
_3/ Some indirect influence of hourly rates on the reported day rates 
may arise in situations where the. respondents convert hourly rates to an 
equivalent day rate. However, Crop Reporters are not instructed to make 
such a conversion. ame Ftp neat 


eer 


May) who received 2 or more regular meals per day also received lodging 
or housing, their rates of pay can be used for approximate comparisons 
with the “with board" rates of the historical series. 


The classification of wage rates for a given unit of time into 
those with meals furnished and those without meals is only tentative. 
The criterion or criteria of classification should be chosen which best 
separates workers receiving a higher value of nonmoney wage from those 
receiving a lower value. A special study on value of perquisites in 
connection with the May national survey will provide information far 
determining the criteria. For example, if it is found that workers re- 
ceiving a house but not meals have an average value of perquisites more 
Similar to that for workers receiving meals than to that for workers 
not receiving meals or a house, their rates may be grouped with those 
for workers receiving meals in computing averages. 


4. Coverage of hired farm workers underlying wage estimates 


The wage statistics in this report relate to hired farm workers 
as defined in thie section, with differences noted between the hired 
farm employment underlying these estimates and the coverage of other 
data or estimates on hired farm employment. In these surveys, everyone 
was considered a hired worker who did any farm work for cash wages on 
the reporting fsrms during the week of March 18-24. There is little 
question about who is a hired farm worker in the majority of cases, but 
there are a number of marginal or borderline situations. 


There are three respects with regard to which criteria must be 
set for determining whether a person should be considered as a hired 
farm worker for a given time period: (1) the nature of the work, (2) 
the type of remuneration for the work, and (3) the amount of work. 
Farm work in the new wage surveys was defined somewhat broadly, includ- 
ing maintenance and repair of farm buildings and machinery and prepa~ 
ration of farm products for market done on the farm, but excluding 
other white collar employees, such as bookkeepers and typists on large 
farms, or other skilled workers, such as stone masons or well-drillers. 4/ 


ay The following instruction was given to enumerators. "Farm work is 
work done on a farm, on a custom, contract, or other basis, in connection 
with the production (for home use or for sale), harvesting, preparation - 
for market or delivery to market of agricultural products. Work done 

on the farm by a farm laborer in construction, repair, maintenance, Or 
improvement of farm buildings, fences, machinery, etc., is to be included 
as farm work, However, do not include such work as that of a skilled 
carpenter or stone mason hired to construct a farm building, or the work 


-of a well-driller engaged in drilling a well for a farmer, or the work 


of a commercial trucker in hauling agricultural products to market. Do 
not include as farm work any housework, or. canning primarily for home 
consumption. For the purpose of this survey, persons are to be cons idered 
as hired farm workers who are employed in the packing of fruits or vege- 
tables in a packing house or packing shed located on this farm or oper- 


ated by this farmer primarily for packing produce from his own farm." 


La es 


Persons doing farm work were considered "hired farm workers" 
if they were to be paid cash wages during the week. For example, if 
@ son of the farmer did some farm chores regularly each day, but also 
worked for cash wages on one or two days during the week he was con- 
sidered a hired farm worker. If a sharecropper or tenant of the farm 
operator did any work during the week for pay on the lendlord's home 
farm, he was considered a hired farm worker, However, if a person 
worked on the farm, but did not receive cash wages, being remunerated 
with house, lodging, food products, or some small share of the crops or 
livestock, he was not classified as a hired farm worker. If a farmer 
reported that he had some custom work done on his farm during the week, 
the worker or workers involved were considered hired farm workers and 
included in the employment estimates. However, if the wage rate paid 
them included the rent of machinery, equipment, or livestock, these 
wage rates and wages earned were specifically identified on the schedule 
and were not used in obtaining averages, because they included remunera- 
tion for services other than labor. | 


Since reports were obtained on each person who did any hired 
farm work at all on the reporting farm during the reporting week, the 
resulting employment levels differ in certain respects from other 
statistics on hired farm employment. There is no exclusion of persons 
working less than 2 days on the reporting farm in the new surveys, 
although such an exclusion is called for in the establishment reports 
of the recent Censuses of Agriculture and the BAE employment series 
based on information from Crop Reporters. A1l establishment-reported 
statistics (including those from the new wage surveys) differ from 
employment statistics derived from a classification of all the popu- 
lation, such as used in the 1940 Population Census or the current 
Census labor force series. Establishment statistics on hired farm en- 
ployment include a duplicate count of persons who worked on more than 
one farm during the week for wages and include persons whose major 
activity during the week may have been something other than hired farm 
work, which would mean a different classification of these persons in 
the population and labor force series. 


The employment estimates presented in this report have not been 
adjusted to the level of any other series. Nevertheless, the estimates 
of the total number of hired workers in the United States for March 18- 
24, and for May 20-26 from the new surveys are very close to the esti- 
mates for April 1 and June 1 in the Bureau of Agricultural Economics 
series on farm employment based on information from Crop Reporters 
(table 34). At the regional level, however, there are substantial 
differences in the two sets of estimates at each of the two dates and 
also in the rate of seasonal change. The enumerative estimates are 
substantially lower than estimates based on Crop Reporter data in the 
Northeast and North Centra] and higher than Crop Reporter estimates in 
the South and West. A factor making for the difference in levels is 


5/ Another minor difference in coverage of hired workers is that Censuses 


of Agriculture exclude persons under 14 years of age, as do the population 
and labor force series, whereas the new surveys and the BAE series have no 
exclusion on the basis of age. However, only about 1 percent of the hired 


farm workers covered in the March 1945 and 3 percent in the May survey 
were less than 14 years old. 
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Table 34..-Comparison of Bureau of Agricultural Economics estimates of 
hired farm workers derived from the March and May 1945 
wage survey enumeration with estimates based on 


information from Crop Reporters, United States 
and major regions 1/ 


$ Enumerative survey sEstimates based on Crop 
$ estimates : Reporter data 2/ 
Area s March $ May : $ 
s 18-24, ; 20-26, : April l, : Junel, 
: 1945 : 1945 3 1945 : 1945 
é Number Number Number Number 
United States 1,633 ,000 2,331 ,000 1,660,000 2,357,000 
Northeast 147,000 186,000 206,000 305,000 
North Central 330,000 384 ,000 360 3000 495,000 
South 860,000 1,304 ,000 813,000 1,142,000 
West 293 ,000 457,000 281,000 416,000 


1/ See accompanying text for differences in coverage of the two types 
of estinates. 

2/ ks published in the Bureau of Agricultural Economics monthly 
report, FARM LABOR. 


Ea 


the difference in coverage between the two sets of estimates. Persms 
working less than 2 days during the week are excluded in the Crop 
Reporter series. Other factors are also involved in the differences 
between the two types of estimates, including differences in sampling 
and estimating procedures, differences in the week to which the esti- 
mates relate, and the use of an explicit definition of farm work in 
the enumerative surveys. The employment estimates derived from the 
enumerative farm wage surveys represent one approach in the work being 
dons by the Bureau of Agricultural Economics on improving the current 
measurement of agricultural employment. 


5. Differentiation of "regular" and "seasonal" hired farm workers 


Differentiation of hired farm workers into seasonal and regular 
workers and information on the wages and wage rates of these two groups 
have not previously been available. The Census of Agriculture supplied 
information on the numbers of workers hired by month and by the day 
or week, and also information on the total wages paid during a year to 
such groups of workers. For want of direct information, the report on 
workers hired by the month has frequently been used as an approximation 
to year-round hired workers, but it is not entirely satisfactory. 


The important criterion in classification of hired farm workers 
into regular and seasonal is not the nature of the work performed by 
the worker, but rather the duration of his employment on one farm. 4&4 
great part of agricultural work is "seasonal." For example, land prepa- 
ration is seasonal work in the early spring, cultivating is seasonal 
work in late spring and early summer, and harvest operations are seasmal 
work, usually later in the year. All of these operations may be per- 
formed on certain farms by regular workers who are employed for all or 
the greater part of the year, while any of the operations may be per- 
formed on other farms by seasonal workers hired for only a limited time. 
Since hired farm workers cannot be classified into regular and seasonal 
according to the type of farm work reported for one week, the new sur- 
veys are obtaining information on the total number of” days during the 
year for which the farm operator expected to have work for each of his 
workers. The information provided the basis for grouping workers into 
several classes as shown in the tables, according to the length of time 
work on this farm will be available for them, regardless of whether 
they choose to stay on the farm or seek some other job. 


Classification of workers according to duration of employment on 
a given farm has a definite advantage over asking the farmer himself 
for a classification into "seasonal" and "regular." The great regional 
and locality differences in the terminology used by farmers means that 
direct questions such as "Is this a seasonal worker?" may be interpreted 
very differently. 
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APPENDIX B 


METHOD OF MAKING THE SURVEY : 


The three national surveys of farm wages and wage rates in 
é March, May, and September 1945 made by the Bureau of Agricultural 
Economics were enumerative surveys, each involving visits by enumera- 
tors to a sample of 20,000 farm operators throughout the country. 


(1. Design of. the sample 


The sample of farm operators for enumeration in the wage sur- 
vey was selected in two steps. First a sample of 158 counties through- 
out the country was chosen and next a sample of farm operators in each 
of these counties was chosen. Sampling methods were used in choosing 
the 158 counties to permit the development of estimates both by 4 
major regions composed of groups of States as shown in table 1 and 
also for 7 major type-of-farming regions in the country. 1/ The methods 
provided for representation of the various geographic areas of the 
country and also for representation of groups of counties classified 
according to their agricultural characteristics. The 158 counties 

5 selected include 101 counties used as a general-purpose sample by the 
‘ye Bureau of Agricultural Economics and 57 additional counties covered in 
the farm wage surveys. 2/ 


The distribution among regions of the 101 counties of the 
general-purpose sample is approximately the same as the percentage dis- 
tribution of farms among regions. 4s the Northeast and West each have 
only about 10 percent of the farms of the country, they have only about 
10 percent each of the 101 sample counties as compared with about 45 
percent in the South and 35 percent in the North Central. Therefore, 
to obtain satisfactory estimates by regions, it was necessary to add to 
the number of sample counties in the Northeast and West. This meant 
that sampling was done at a heavier rate in the Northeast and West, 
regions in which hired farm workers make up larger proportions of the 
entire farm working force than in the case of other regions. The 158 
counties included in the survey are shown in the attached map. 


L/ Wage estimates by mejor type-of-farming regions will be presented 
in a later report. 
2/ For detailed accounts of the methods used in selecting the counties, 
see the following mimeographed publications of the Bureau of Agricultural 
Economics: 
"The Bureau of Agricultural Economics General-Purpose Sample of 101 
os Counties" | 
Y "Technical Supplement to the Bureau of Agricultural Economics General 
Purpose Sample of 101 Counties" 
"The Bureau of Sgricultural Economics Special-Purpose Sample of 158 
Counties for Farm-Wage Surveys" 
See also Margaret Jarman Hagood and Eleanor H. Bernert, "Component Indexes 
iit a Basis for Stratification in Sampling," Journal of the American 


Statistical Association, September 1945. 
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After the sample counties were selected, sampling rates for farms 
within the counties were determined in such a way as to make the results 
self-weighting within each major region and to provide that reports 
would be obtained on a sufficient number of hired workers to afford wage 
estimates by regions. When the percentage of farms to be sampled in 
each of the 158 counties had been determined, the selection of these 
farms was made according to the master sample techniques. 3/ For each 
county @ m@p was prepared with a certain fraction of the area of the 
county designated as sample "segments" for the survey. These maps were 
sent to the local supervisors in the county with the instruction that 
every farm was to be included in the survey which had its headquarters 
within the designated sample segments. 


2. Enumerative Procedures 


FYor each of the 158 counties included in the wage surveys a local 
supervisor was employed who, along with one or more enumerators, visited 
the farm operators in the sample and obtained the wage information. 
Materials supplied these supervisors and enumerators included, in addi- 


tion to the maps, schedules used in the survey and explicit instructions 


on the information desired and on how to proceed to get the information. 
The enumerators started visiting the sample farmers on the Monday follow- 
ing the week for which the report on wages was to be obtained. The | 
visits to all sample farms in a county were usually completed within 1 

or 2 weeks. 


3. Reliability of Sample Estimates 


The number of farms surveyed, the number reporting hired labor, 
and the number of hired workers reported are shown in table 35, along 
with the expansion factors used in each region. The expansion factors 
show the heavier rates of sampling in the Northeast and the West, where 
1 out of every 97 and 1 out of every 134 farms were sampled than in the 
North Central and the South where only 1 out of every 332 and 1 out of 
every 481 farms were sampled. 


The number of hired workers reported on the sample farms for the 
week of May 20-26 in each region varied from 1,157 in the North Central 
to 3,407 in the West. These are the sample frequencies from which the 
averages shown in the various tables throughout this report have been 
computed. In most cases each table containing averages is accompanied 
by a table showing the percentage which workers underlying each average 
comprise of the region's total. hired employment. This percentage can 
be taken of the number of workers in the sample shown in table 35 to 
indicate the number of workers involved in any average. In general the 


3/ The actual drawing of the sample within the counties was done by the 
Statistical Laboratory at Ames, Iowa. For description of the Master 
Sample techniques, see &. J. King, and R. J. Jessen, "The Master Sample 
of Agriculture, I. Development and Use, II Design," Journal of the 
American Statistical Association, March 1945, and R. J. Jessen and £. E. 
Houseman, "Statistical Investigations of Farm Sample Surveys taken in 
Towa, Florida and California," cooperative bulletin of Iowa Agricultural 
Experiment Station, Bureau of Agricultural Economics, and Work Project 
Administration, Ames, Iowa, June 1944. 
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averages have not been shown where the number of workers in the group 
is less than 100, although there are certain exceptions where averages 
are shown for fewer than 100 workers. 


All estimates based on sample surveys made by field enumeration 
or by mail questionnaires are subject to sampling error. Averages 
for groups containing small numbers of workers have larger sampling 
errors than those for groups with larger numbers of workers. Similarly 
the employment estimates for minor categories of workers, such as women 
and children, have relatively larger sampling errors than those for 
larger categories. In general, the estimated averages for wage rates, 
earnings, and time worked shown in this report have relatively smaller 
sampling errors than the estimates of the numbers of hired workers em—- 
ployed. This is true because of the variation among farms in the number 
of hired workers employed. Farms varied from none in the case of the 
majority of farms to over 600 on one farm surveyed, while the average 
number of hired workers per farm was only.41. In the case of wage 
rates, earnings and time worked, variation of individual workers from 
the averages was relatively much smaller. 


Table 35.-Coverage of farms and hired workers in national emumerative farm wage 


survey conducted by the Bureau of Agricultural Economics in 158 
counties, May 1945 


:Farms reporting hired : Hired workers reported, 


Number slabor, May 20-26, 12ho May 20-26, 1945 


3 
g 
Py 


Expansion: of 3 : ded ry Expanded 
Area : factor : farms : In : Sparen Dniess sNumber — 
: z:surveyeds:sample:Number : of :sample: Number sper farm 
: 3 : : ‘3: total ; $ sreporting 
3 2 : H H hee 3 shired labor 
United States 195997 = 935519939 55632" 2766 99, 105e2 1 1a eo 
Northeast 96.8 4,683 1,006 97,381 21.5 1,918 185,662 1.9 


North Central 332.0 5,595 809 268,588 14.5 1,157 384,124 104 


South 


West 


480.7 5,975 908 436,476 15.2 2,713 1,304,139 3.0 
134.2 35744 B2B7111 118. 22.1 3l,07 eos ol ome 


a gree eg ee 
Estimates based on data from enumerative sample eee, of the Bureau of Agricultural 


Economics. 
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WAGES AND WAGE R&TES OF SEASONAL FARM WORKERS IN MARICOPA 
COUNTY, ARIZONA AND IMPERIAL COUNTY, CALIFORNIA, 
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WAGES AND WAGE RATES OF HIRED FRRM WORKERS, UNITED STATES 
AND MAJOR REGIONS, MARCH, 1945 
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HARVEST, LOS ANGELES AREA, CALIFORNI2£, APRIL- 
JUNE, 1945 


WAGES AND WAGE RATES OF SEASONAL FARM WORKERS IN USDA 
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